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Background to the research

In 2004, the ACFE Board commissioned the Centre for Post-compulsory Education and Lifelong Learning at the University of Melbourne to undertake a three year longitudinal study of all learners in ACE.  The project measured the Adult Community Education (ACE) sector’s impact, effectiveness and community reach.  
The three year study of 3,047 learners provided unique information on the destination of ACFE Board funded learners undertaking accredited and pre-accredited courses including patterns of participation in relation to a range of social and demographic variables and identified the longer term outcomes and the benefits of learning in ACE settings.  The three papers A Community Studies Approach to Researching Strategic Issues in ACE (2004), ACE Connects (2005) and ACE Makes a Difference: Building Pathways, Providing Opportunities and Creating Outcomes (2005)
 provided significant evidence of the role and effectiveness of studying in adult community education settings.

Since that study there have been significant changes that have impacted on the Learn Local sector.  The most significant change has been the introduction of the Victorian Training Guarantee which decoupled accredited education and training delivered in Learn Local organisations from the ACFE Board’s budget.

While the Learn Local sector continues to play a vital role in the delivery of vocational education and training across all qualification levels, the Board responded to the changes in the training system by refocusing on engaging higher needs learners and expanding its commitment to the area of basic education and skills formation.

The Board also responded to the changes by making a significant commitment to support a range of ACFE Capacity Initiatives projects in order to assist the ACE sector, now known as the Learn Local sector, transition to the reformed training system.  One of the projects commissioned by the Board was a longitudinal study of learners undertaking pre-accredited programs. Unlike the 2005 study, this longitudinal study focuses on pre-accredited learners studying in Learn Local settings in 2009, 2010 and 2011 and provides, for the first time, an in depth understanding of the aspirations, experiences and destinations of pre-accredited learners exclusively.  

The longitudinal study covered two major questions: do pre-accredited courses reach the people who most need to be reached, and do they work well, especially for more disadvantaged learners. 

Since 2011 the ACFE Board has implemented a number of projects aimed at improving outcomes for pre-accredited learners. The most significant development was the launch, in June 2013, of the Pre-accredited Quality Framework (PQF)
 which addresses critical program areas such as improving the relevance of programs for the individual learner, and strengthening the pathway from pre-accredited program to accredited study or employment. ACFE Board funded PQF workshops for teachers and program managers are being delivered throughout Victoria. 
� All three papers are available on the ACFE Publications and Research, Archive page on the Education website � HYPERLINK "http://www.education.vic.gov.au" �www.education.vic.gov.au� under About the Department, Research.


� The PQF can be found on the Program and Operational Tools page of the Education website � HYPERLINK "http://www.education.vic.gov.au" �www.education.vic.gov.au�  under Further Education and Training, For Providers section.








