




Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Victorian 
Comprehensive 
Cancer Centre 
(VCCC) Alliance 

2/07/2024 Attendees:
Professor Grant McArthur AO, Chief Executive Officer / Executive Director, Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre (VCCC) 
Alliance
James Schiphorst, CRP Communications & Public Relations – https://www.lobbyists.vic.gov.au/search-the-register/cpr-
communications-public-relations-pty-ltd - representing Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre - (Registered Lobbyist)
Connie Crisafi, Executive Director, Innovation & Technology, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
  

Les Twentyman 
Foundation

2/07/2024 Attendees:
Paul Burke, Chief Executive Officer, Les Twentyman Foundation
Chris Lacey, Head of Programs, Les Twentyman Foundation
Randal Killip, Director, Profile For Media & Media Adviser to Paul Burke, Les Twentyman Foundation
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Stakeholder meeting to discuss education matters
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Consulate-General 
of the Peoples 
Republic of China 
in Melbourne 

2/07/2024 Attendees:
Mr Fang Xinwen, Consulate-General of the Peoples Republic of China in Melbourne
Ms Li Ding, Education Counsellor, Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Melbourne 
Dr Chuck Li, Vice Consul Education, Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Melbourne
Gao Lupeng, Consul for Science, Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Melbourne
Zhenzi Zhu, Head of International, Economic Development and International Branch, Department of Premier and Cabinet
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Introductory meeting to discuss education matters.

Rhonda Galbally 3/07/2024 Attendees:
Rhonda Galbally, former Commissioner of the Disability Royal Commission
Stephen Fraser, Deputy Secretary, School Education Programs and Support, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

The Hon Dr Tony 
Buti MLA

3/07/2024 Attendees:
The Hon Dr Tony Buti MLA, Minister for Education, Aboriginal Affairs, Citizenship and Multicultural Interests (WA)
Simon Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of The Hon Dr Tony Buti MLA
Stephen Fraser, Deputy Secretary, School Education Programs and Support, Department of Education
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.

Museum Victoria 4/07/2024 Attendees:
Lynley Crosswell, Chief Executive Officer and Director, Museums Victoria
Mary Stuart, Board President, Museums Victoria
Dan O’Brien, Executive Director, Learning, Teaching and Pathways, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting: 
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Autism Awareness 
Australia

4/07/2024 Attendees:
Nicole Rogerson, Chief Executive Officer, Autism Awareness Australia
Stephen Fraser, Deputy Secretary, School Education Programs and Support, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
  

SMC Strategies 5/07/2024 Attendee:
Ben Tatterson, Executive Director, SMC Strategies
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

St Vincent's 
Medical Research 
Institute and 
Maddie Riewoldt's 
Vision

9/07/2024 Attendees:
Amy Coote, Chief Executive Officer, Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision
Edward Kemp, Chair, Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision
Professor David Ritchie, Chair, Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision Scientific Advisory Committee & Director Maddie Riewoldt’s Vision 
Centre of Research Excellence in Bone Marrow Biology
Professor Tom Kay, Director, St Vincent’s Medical Research Institute
Paul Noonan, Chief Medical Officer, St Vincent’s Medical Research Institute
Acting Professor Andrew Deans, Associate Director, St Vincent’s Medical Research Institute
Dr Astrid Glaser, Research Team, St Vincent’s Medical Research Institute
Dr Lorna McLeman, Research Team, St Vincent’s Medical Research Institute
Dr Abdulsalam Isiaku, Research Team, St Vincent’s Medical Research Institute
Sophie Monks O’Byrne, Research Team, St Vincent’s Medical Research Institute
Senior Manager, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Walter & Eliza Hall 
Institute of Medical 
Research 

9/07/2024 Attendees:
Professor Ken Smith PhD, FRACP FRCPA FRCP FRCPath FHA FMedSci, Director of Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical 
Research (WEHI)
Carolyn MacDonald, Chief Operating Officer BA, GAICD, Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research (WEHI)
Scott Edwards, Director, Medical Research and Innovation Programs, Innovation and Technology, Department of Jobs, Skills, 
Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier

Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
 

 
Harnest 9/07/2024 Attendees:

Daniel Mazzei, Managing Director, Mazzei 
Glenn Crawford, General Manager, Harnest (part of the Mazzei Group)
Paul Clancy, General Manager, Upgrades & Modifications, Harnest (part of the Mazzei Group)
Roseanne Luna, Operations Manager, Harnest (part of the Mazzei Group)
Tom Kirkland, Chief Executive Officer, Victorian School Building Authority, Department of Education
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Victorian Heart 
Hospital

10/07/2024 Attendees:
Professor Stephen Nicholls, Program Director, Victorian Heart Hospital, Monash Heart and Intensive Care
Lee Tarlamis MLC, State Member for South-Eastern Metropolitan
Michael Galea MLC, State Member for South-Eastern Metropolitan
Scott Edwards, Director, Medical Research and Innovation Programs, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
 
  

Orygen 10/07/2024 Attendees:
Professor Patrick McGorry, Executive Director, Orygen
Kerryn Pennell, Chief of Strategy and Engagement
Connie Crisafi, Executive Director, Innovation, Technology and Medical Research, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and 
Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Medicines 
Manufacturing 
Innovation Centre 
(MMIC) Monash 
Clayton 

10/07/2024 List of Attendees:
Professor Sharon Pickering, Vice-Chancellor and President, Monash University
Professor Michelle McIntosh, Director, Medicines Manufacturing Innovation Centre, Monash University
Professor Chris Porter, Director of the Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Monash University
Professor Sharon Lewin, Director of the Cumming Global Centre for Pandemic Therapeutics, The Peter Doherty Institute for 
Infections & Immunity
Researchers, Medicines Manufacturing Innovation Centre
Lee Tarlamis MLC, State Member for South-Eastern Metropolitan
Michael Galea MLC, State Member for South-Eastern Metropolitan
Scott Edwards, Director, Medical Research, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
 
 Murdoch 

Children's 
Research Institute 

10/07/2024 Attendees:
Professor Frank Oberklaid AM, Co-Group Leader of Child Health Policy, Equity and Translation, Murdoch Children's Research 
Institute (MCRI) and an Honorary Professor of Paediatrics at the University of Melbourne
Connie Crisafi, Executive Director, Innovation, Technology and Medical Research, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and 
Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Victorian 
Multicultural 
Commission's 
Multifaith Advisory 
Group (MAG) 

10/07/2024 Attendees:
Vivienne Nguyen, Chairperson, Victorian Multicultural Commission (VMC)
Masoud Navvabi, Community Engagement Adviser, Victorian Multicultural Commission (VMC)
John Hendry OAM, Life Member of Career Development Association of Australia and Consultant to UNESCO in Bullying and 
School Violence at Geelong Grammar School, OAM (Education) and (Cricket)
Reverend Sandy Boyce, Faith Communities Council of Victoria 
George Savvides AM, World Religious Education Program
Bishop Phillip Huggins, President, National Council of Churches in Australia
Ahmet Keskin, Executive Director, Australian Intercultural Society
Tim Costello AO, World Religious Education Program
Stephen Fraser, Deputy Secretary, School Education Programs and Support, Department of Education
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

CSL Seqirus 
Tullamarine Site 

11/07/2024 Attendees:
Jonah Smith, Vice President, Program Lead – Project Banksia
Leonie Loyer, Director, Government and In-licensed Vaccines
Jo Todhunter, Director, Respiratory Vaccines ANZ
Matt Wenham, Senior Manager Biosecurity and Products of National Significance
Lead Investment Manager, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Victorian Catholic 
Education Authority

23/07/2024 Attendees:
Archbishop Peter Comensoli DD, Archbishop of Melbourne, Member, Victorian Catholic Education Authority (VECA)
Hon Lizzie Blandthorn MP, Minister for Children
Jess Wilson MP, Shadow Minister for Early Childhood and Education
James Merlino, Chair, Victorian Catholic Education Authority (VCEA) Board
Professor Elizabeth Labone, Chief Executive Officer, Victorian Catholic Education Authority  (VCEA) 
Jacinta Collins, Executive Director, National Catholic Education Commission (NCEC)
Pam Betts, Interim Deputy Chair, Catholic Education Sandhurst (CES) Ltd Board, Catholic Education Commission of Victoria 
(CECV) Independent Review
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier 
Paul Frayne, Chief of Staff, Office of Minister Blandthorn 

Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Aitken College 24/07/2024 Attendees:
Josie Crisara, Principal, Aitken College
Iwan Walters MP, State Member for Greenvale
Jonathan Lowe, Executive Director, Hume Merri-bek Area, Department of Education
Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
 
  

Kolbe Catholic 
College

24/07/2024 Attendees:
Cameron Whitford, Acting Principal, Kolbe Catholic College
Iwan Walters, State Member for Greenvale
Communications Adviser, Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA), Department of Education
Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

The Hon Faddy 
Zouky, OAM

24/07/2024 Attendees:
The Hon Faddy Zouky, OAM
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters.
  

Her Excellency 
Professor the 
Honourable 
Margaret Gardner 
AC, Governor of 
Victoria 

24/07/2024 Attendees:
Her Excellency, Professor the Honourable Margaret Gardner AC
Jonathan Burke, Official Secretary, Governor of Victoria, Professor the Honourable Margaret Gardner AC
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Meet and greet.  
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Nelson Park School 25/07/2024 Attendees:
Elizabeth (Libby) Gatgens, Principal, Nelson Park School
Ella George MP, State Member for Lara
Senior Education Improvement Leader, Southwest Victoria Region, Department of Education
Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.

The Shannon 
Company

1/08/2024 Attendees:
Michael Daddo, Board Member, Independence Australia & Managing Partner, The Shannon Company
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Hon Martin Pakula 2/08/2024 Attendee:
Hon Martin Pakula, Chair, Australian Grand Prix Corporation
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters.
 
 

Victoria University 
Secondary College - 
 Junior Campus 

2/08/2024 Attendees:
Elaine Hazime, Principal, Victoria University Secondary College
Luba Grigorovitch MP, State Member for Kororoit
Charles Branciforte, Executive Director, Brimbank Melton, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Cumming Global 
Centre for 
Pandemic 
Therapeutics

6/08/2024 Attendees:
Geoff Cumming, Cumming Global Centre for Pandemic Therapeutics (CGCPT), Doherty Institute
Marian Boreland, Director of Strategy and Operations, Cumming Global Centre for Pandemic Therapeutics
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier

Purpose of meeting:
Stakeholder meeting to discuss medical research.

 

 Egon Zehnder 6/08/2024 Attendee:
David Campbell, Egon Zehnder, Consumer and Health practices in Australia and New Zealand

Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Nazareth College 6/08/2024 Attendees:
Sam Cosentino, Principal, Nazareth College
Eden Foster MP, State Member for Mulgrave
Richard Johnson, Executive Director, Planning, Risk and Non-Government Schools Division, Department of Education
Media Adviser, Office of the Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

State Education 
Ministers & 
Australian 
Education Union 

6/08/2024 Attendees:
The Hon Prue Car MP, Deputy Premier of NSW and Minister for Education and Early Learning (NSW)
The Hon Blair Boyer MP, Minister for Education, Training and Skills (SA)
The Hon Dianne Farmer MP, Minister for Education and Youth Justice (QLD)
Yvette Berry MP, Deputy Chief Minister, Minister for Education, Youth Affairs; Early Childhood Development; Housing and 
Suburban Development; Women; Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence; Sport and Recreation (ACT)
Correna Haythorpe, National President, Australian Education Union
Meredith Peace, President, Australian Education Union - Victorian Branch, National Vice President, Australian Education Union
Henry Rajendra, President, Teachers Federation (NSW)
Cresta Richardson, President, Queensland Teachers Union
Jennie-Marie Gorman, President, Australian Education Union - South Australian Branch
Angela Burroughs, Branch President , Australian Education Union - Australian Capital Territory Branch
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier (VIC)
Joanne Matthews, Chief of Staff, Office of Minister Car MP (NSW)
Nic Kimberley, Chief of Staff, Office of Minister Boyer (SA)
Adviser, Office of Minister Boyer (SA)
Adviser, Office of Minister Farmer (QLD)

Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

State Education 
Ministers 

6/08/2024 Attendees:
The Hon Prue Car MP, Deputy Premier of NSW and Minister for Education and Early Learning (NSW)
The Hon Blair Boyer MP, Minister for Education, Training and Skills (SA)
The Hon Dianne Farmer MP, Minister for Education and Youth Justice (QLD)
Yvette Berry MP, Deputy Chief Minister, Minister for Education, Youth Affairs; Early Childhood Development; Housing and 
Suburban Development; Women; Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence; Sport and Recreation (ACT)
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier (VIC)
Joanne Matthews, Chief of Staff, Office of Minister Car MP (NSW)
Nic Kimberley, Chief of Staff, Office of Minister Boyer (SA)
Adviser, Office of Minister Farmer (QLD)

Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Beaufort Primary 
School

7/08/2024 List of Attendees:
Josh Shuttleworth, Acting Principal, Beauford Primary School
Martha Haylett MP, State Member for Ripon
Chris Thompson, Regional Director, South Western Victoria Region (SWVR), Department of Education
Jen Winter, Executive Director, Central Highlands Area, South Western Victoria Region (SWVR), Department of Education
Bassal Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
 
 
  

Wedderburn 
College

7/08/2024 List of Attendees:
Danny Forrest, Principal, Wedderburn College
Martha Haylett MP, State Member for Ripon
Anne Cunniff, Area Director, Mallee Loddon Campaspe, Department of Education
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Bacchus Marsh 
College

7/08/2024 List of attendees:
Dionne Fenton, Principal, Bacchus Marsh College
Michaela Settle MP, State Member for Eureka 
Chris Thompson, Regional Director, South-Western Victoria Region (SWVR), Department of Education
Jen Winter, Executive Director, Central Highlands Area, (SWVR), Department of Education
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
  

Ballarat Specialist 
School 

8/08/2024 List of attendees:
Sam Shepperd, Principal, Ballarat Specialist School
Juliana Addison MP, State Member for Wendouree
Martha Haylett MP, State Member for Ripon
Michaela Settle MP, State Member for Eureka
Jen Winter, Executive Director, Central Highlands Area, Department of Education
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Victorian Academy 
of Teaching and 
Leadership (the 
Academy), Ballarat 
Regional Centre 

8/08/2024 List of Attendees:
Dr Marcia Devlin AM, Chief Executive Officer, Victorian Academy of Teaching and Leadership
David Young, Principal, Lucas Primary School
Kylie Nissen, Principal, Miners Rest Primary School
Helen Romeril, Principal, Creswick Primary School
Justin Marshman, Principal, Invermay Primary School
Melinda Williams, Principal, Bacchus Marsh Primary School
Samuel Irwin, Principal Network Chair, Inverleigh Primary School
Anthony Tait, Principal Network Chair, Ballarat North Primary School
Janet Hillgrove, Principal, Pleasant Street Primary School
Maryanne Moody, Principal, Haddon Primary School
Christine Branagh, Principal, Wendouree Primary School
Julianna Addison MP, State Member for Wendouree
Michaela Settle MP, State Member for Eureka
Martha Haylett MP, State Member for Ripon
Juliette Cox, Acting Executive Director, Curriculum and Teaching Practice Division, Department of Education – Central Office
Louise Stewart, Director, Literacy, Languages, Arts and Humanities, Department of Education – Central Office
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

UNICEF Australia 12/08/2024 Attendee:
Tony Stuart, Chief Executive Officer, UNICEF Australia

Purpose of meeting: 
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters

 
Maurice Blackburn; 
Grattan Institute; 
Victorian Trades 
Hall Council; Brave 
Foundation, 
Anacta Consulting

13/08/2024 Attendees:
David Nelson, Founding Director, Anacta Consulting
Jacob Varghese, Chief Executive Office, Maurice Blackburn
Michael Cooney, General Manager of Public Affairs, Maurice Blackburn
Dr Jordana Hunter, Education Program Director, Grattan Institute
Kelvyn Lavell, Head of Corporate Affairs, Plenary Group
Luke Hilakari, Secretary, Victorian Trades Hall Council (VTHC)
Sam McLean, Anacta Strategies
Licardo Prince, Director, Anacta Strategies - https://www.lobbyists.vic.gov.au/search-the-register/anacta-strategies (Lobbyist 
Register)
Catherine Cooney, Head of Program, Brave Foundation
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding UK election.
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Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Senator the Hon 
Anthony Chisholm 

21/08/2024 Attendees: 
Senator the Hon Anthony Chisholm, Senator for Queensland
The Hon Prue Car MP, Deputy Premier of New South Wales, Minister for Education and Early Learning and Minister for Western 
Sydney 

 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
  

Senator Tammy 
Tyrrell

21/08/2024 Attendees: 
Senator Tammy Tyrrell, Senator for Tasmania
The Hon Prue Car MP, Deputy Premier New South Wales, Minister for Education and Early Learning and Minister for Western 
Sydney
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier Ben Carroll MP (VIC)
Joanne Matthews, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier Prue Car MP (NSW)
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Senator David 
Pocock 

21/08/2024 Attendees:  
Senator David Pocock, Senator for Australian Capital Territory
The Hon Prue Car MP, Deputy Premier of New South Wales, Minister for Education and Early Learning and Minister for Western 
Sydney
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier Ben Carroll MP (VIC)
Joanne Matthews, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier Prue Car MP (NSW)
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
  

Senator Jacqui 
Lambie 

21/08/2024 Attendees:  
Senator Jacqui Lambie, Senator for Tasmania
The Hon Prue Car MP, Deputy Premier of New South Wales, Minister for Education and Early Learning and Minister for Western 
Sydney
Fiona Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier Ben Carroll MP (VIC)
Joanne Matthews, Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier Prue Car MP (NSW)
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Australian 
Education 
Research 
Organisation

22/08/2024 Attendees:
Jenny Donovan, Chief Executive Officer, Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO)
David Boyd, Chief of Staff, Office of the Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO)
Daniel Wellesley, Executive Director, Performance and Evaluation Division, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting: 
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
  

Costa Group 22/08/2024 Attendees:
Tim Pallas MP, Treasurer, Minister for Industrial Relations and Minister for Economic Growth
Marc Werner, Chief Executive Officer, Costa Group
Michael Toby, Corporate Affairs Manager, Costa Group
Manpreet Sidhu, GM Vertical Farming, Costa Group
Rick Brown, Director, CPI Strategic
Lead Facilitator, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions (DJSIR)
Bassel Tallal, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Deputy Premier
Senior Adviser, Office of the Treasurer
 
Purpose of meeting: 
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
 FYI: TPO have put down purpose of meeting as 'Portfolio discussion – Economic Growth'
 
 

26



Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Australian 
Education Union - 
Victorian Branch 

23/08/2024 Attendees:
Meredith Peace, President, Australian Education Union (AEU) Victorian Branch
Justin Mullaly, Deputy President, Australian Education Union (AEU) Victorian Branch
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
 
  

National Australia 
Bank

26/08/2024 Attendees:
Andrew Irvine, Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director, National Australia Bank
Hon Faddy Zouki OAM

Purpose of meeting:
Introductory meet and greet
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Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Pharos 28/08/2024 Attendees:
Denise Diakodimitriou, Chairperson, Pharos
Theo Markos, Member, Pharos
Despina Sarandis, President, Modern Greek Teachers Association
Dr Stephie Nikoloudis, Lecturer and Coordinator, Greek Studies Program, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Latrobe 
University
Professor Joseph Lo Bianco, Professor of Language and Literacy Education, Melbourne Graduate School of Education, 
University of Melbourne
Nick Staikos MP, State Member for Bentleigh
Louise Stewart, Director, Literacy, Languages, Arts and Humanities Branch, Department of Education
Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
 
  Parents Victoria 28/08/2024 Attendees:
Gail McHardy, Chief Executive Officer, Parents Victoria
Leanne McCurdy, Chief Operations Officer, Parents Victoria
Stephen Fraser, Deputy Secretary, School Education Programs and Support, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting: 
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Chinese 
Community 
Roundtable

28/08/2024 Attendees:
The Hon Jacinta Allan MP, Premier of Victoria
Minister Stitt MP, Minister for Mental Health, Ageing and Multicultural Affairs
Paul Hamer MP, State Member for Box Hill
John Mullahy MP, State Member for Glen Waverley
Matt Fregon MP, State Member for Ashwood
Venus Fong, Student, RMIT University, Chinese International Student
Mia Tang, Student, RMIT University, Chinese International Student
Zhenhuai Ni, Student, RMIT University, Chinese International Student
Tiankuo Cui, Student, Deakin University, Chinese International Student
Xinyuan Fan, Student, Deakin University, Chinese International Student
Xiaoqiao Ma, Student, Deakin University, Chinese International Student
Alan Yang, President, Australia-Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce (ASGCC)
Maurice Zhang, Vice-President, Australia-Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce (ASGCC)
Raymond Gu, Deputy Secretary-General, Australia-Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce (ASGCC)
Jun (Jeff) Xu, President, Australia Jiangsu Business Council (AJSBC) 
Nick Zhang, President, Australia Jiangsu Business Council (AJSBC) 

 Keshao Yin, President, Australia Jiangsu Business Council (AJSBC) 
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Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Chinese 
Community 
Roundtable (Cont.)

28/08/2024 Attendees continued:
Jiang Nan, Deputy Secretary-General, China Chamber of Commerce in Australia (CCCA)
Eric Gao, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Boman Group
Bihong Wang, President, Asian Business Association of Whitehorse Inc  (ABAW) 
Richard Shi, Vice-President, Asian Business Association of Whitehorse Inc (ABAW)
Jingjing Nan, Event Director, Asian Business Association of Whitehorse Inc (ABAW)
Rhys Roberts, Victoria President, Australia China Business Council (ACBC) 
Hon Bruce Atkinson, Victoria Vice President, Australia China Business Council (ACBC) 
Isabel Zhang, Victoria Vice President, Australia China Business Council (ACBC)
Adviser, Office of Minister Stitt
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
Senior Adviser, Office of the Premier
Adviser, Officer of the Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Community Roundtable 
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Hon Mark Butler MP 29/08/2024 Attendees:
The Hon Mark Butler MP, Federal Minister for Health and Aged Care 
Clare Firth, Chief of Staff, Office of the Hon Mark Butler MP
Senior Adviser, Office of the Hon Mark Butler MP
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Stakeholder meeting to discuss medical research.
  

Country Education 
Partnerships - 
Rural Youth 
Ambassadors 

29/08/2024 Attendees:
Various Rural Youth Ambassadors
Martha Haylett MP, State Member for Ripon
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio
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Kuwaiti 
Ambassador 

10/09/2024 Attendees:
Dr Adel F TH S F Alenzi, Attache (Cultural), Embassy of Kuwait
Mrs Manal Shoshara, Assistant to the Ambassador, Embassy of Kuwait
Senior Policy Adviser, Economic Development and International Branch, Department of Premier & Cabinet
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Introductory meet and greet.
 

Victorian 
Registration and 
Qualifications 
Authority (VRQA) 

11/09/2024 Attendees:
Stephanie Veal, Chief Executive Officer, Victorian Registration and Qualification Authority
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting: 
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Hon Phillip 
Dalidakis & Kee 
Wong

11/09/2024 List of attendees:
Hon Phillip Dalidakis, Managing Partner, Horizon GR – (https://www.lobbyists.vic.gov.au/search-the-register/horizon-gr) 
(Registered Lobbyist)
Kee Wong, Board Member, Dreams2Liv4 

Purpose of meeting:
Discussion regarding various portfolio matters.

Independent 
Review of 
Administrative and 
Compliance 
Activities in 
Government 
Schools

12/09/2024 Attendees:
Katie Roberts-Hull, Independent Reviewer, Independent Review of Administrative and Compliance activities in Government 
schools
David Robinson, Executive Director, Workforce Policy and Strategy Division, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting: 
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
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Amaze Autism 
Connect 

24/09/2024 Attendees:
David Tonge, Acting Chief of Staff & Chief Operating Officer, Amaze Autism Connect
Deborah Parker, Director Policy and Programs, Inclusive Education Division, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
 
 
  

Fight MND 24/09/2024 Attendees:
Matt Tilley, Chief Executive Officer, Fight MND
Bec Sheean, Director, Research and Programs Fight MND
Leah Jackson, Director, Medical Research and Innovation, Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting: 
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
 
 
 
  

34



Publication of Ministerial Diaries - 1 July 2024 - 30 September 2024
Minister: Hon Ben Carroll MP
Portfolio/s: Education, Medical Research

Subject Start Date Description

Independent Office 
for School Dispute 
Resolution 

25/09/2024 Attendees:
Frank Handy, Chair, Independent Office for School Dispute Resolution
Karen Money, Acting Assistant Deputy Secretary, Operations, Department of Education
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the education portfolio.
 
  

Science and 
Technology 
Australia 

25/09/2024 Attendees:
Ryan Winn, Chief Executive Office, Science & Technology Australia
Sarah Tynan, Director of Policy and Engagement, Science & Technology Australia
Scott Edwards, Director, Medical Research and Innovation Programs, Innovation and Technology, Department of Jobs, Skills, 
Industry and Regions
Senior Adviser, Office of the Deputy Premier
 
Purpose of meeting:
Discuss various matters relevant to the medical research portfolio.
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Victorian Chamber 
of Commerce and 
Industry

26/09/2024 Attendee:
Paul Guerra, Chief Executive, Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Purpose of meeting:
Discuss regarding various portfolio matters
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