OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

[image: ]OFFICIAL
Office of Racing
Victorian Racing Tribunal
M: +61 427 371 858
E: registry@vrt.vic.gov.au




OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

 
	[image: State Gov Logo CMYK]
		[image: State Gov Logo CMYK]
9 April 2025

DECISION
HARNESS RACING VICTORIA
and
ALLAN MCDONOUGH


Date of Hearing:		26 March 2025

Date of Decision:		26 March 2025

Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson), Ms Maree Payne, Mr Robert Abrahams

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Daniel Borg appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Allan McDonough represented himself.
	
Charge:	Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 163(1)(a)(iii) states:
	“A driver shall not cause or contribute to any interference”.

Particulars of charge:	Mr Allan McDonough (“Clara Rocks”) was found guilty of a charge of contributing to interference under the provisions of AHRR163(3)(a)(iii). When driving his horse into the first turn and progressing down the track, with Mr Romanidis’ horse, “Whiskeydrinkinbill”, to his inside, he didn’t allow the required clearance and the result of that has been that Whiskydrinkingbill was crowded and contacted several marker pegs prior to racing roughly for a short distance thereafter. 

Plea: 				Not Guilty 




DECISION

Mr Allan McDonough, you have pleaded Not Guilty to a breach of Rule 163(3)(a)(iii), which in essence states that a driver shall not cause or contribute to any interference.

The Charge arises out of your drive of “Clara Rocks” in Race 8 at Ballarat on 20 February 2025. The other horse involved was “Whiskeydrinkingbill” driven by Mr Chris Romanidis. Mr Romanidis had drawn 2 behind the starter gate and you had drawn 3. The race started on the back straight.

The assertion of the Stewards, as put forward by Mr Borg, is that you crossed Mr Romanidis when not sufficiently clear of his horse, causing it to break, this occurring coming into and on the turn out of the back straight.

You have argued that Mr Romanidis had effectively moved partially inside the line of marker pegs, striking at least a couple and causing his horse to break. You deny that your drive caused or contributed to this occurrence.

We have viewed the relevant videos of the race, particularly those involving those round the first turn, and we have viewed them many times. Our attention has been drawn to various aspects of the videos by both you and by Mr Borg and we have heard quite lengthy arguments.

Our conclusion is this. We are comfortably satisfied that the charge has been proven. Certainly, Mr Romanidis clipped marker pegs. It clipped one of these as you were moving across. There was subsequent contact and the galloping occurred as you completed that crossing. It may well be that you believed that it was safe for you to cross to the marker pegs and were taken by surprise in relation to the presence of Mr Romanidis. It may also be that his horse had already contacted one or more pegs.

However, the fact remains that you crossed when not sufficiently clear of him and his horse broke. Certainly, he was close to the marker peg line, but the bottom line is that you were not sufficiently clear of him when you did this.

In short, we are comfortably satisfied that the breach of Rule 163(1)(a)(iii) has been proven. We shall hear the parties on the question of penalty.

PENALTY

We have considered the submissions on penalty that have been put before us.

We are of the view that this was not a frivolous appeal, but nonetheless the penalty imposed by the Stewards of three weeks suspension seems to us to be fair and reasonable. We bear in mind that this was a fully contested matter.

The appeal in relation to penalty is dismissed.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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