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DECISION
HARNESS RACING VICTORIA
and
DONNA CASTLES


Date of hearing:	3 March 2025

Date of decision:	25 March 2025

Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson).   

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr John Packer appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
Mr Rick Jones represented Ms Donna Castles.       
		
Charges:	Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 250(1)(a) states:
(1) a driver shall not
(a) attempt or allow his foot or leg to come into contact with the hindlegs of the horse he is driving.

AHRR 250A(1)(a) states:
(1) a person carrying on or purporting to carry on an activity regulated by licence at any time or carrying on official duties at a meeting commits an offence if:
(a) a sample taken from him or her is found upon analysis to contain a substance banned by Rule 254A.
	
Particulars of charges:	Charge 1 – AHRR 250(1)(a)

Mrs Donna Castles, a person licensed by Harness Racing Victoria, did present yourself to drive at the Shepparton harness racing meeting on Tuesday, 25th of February 2025, when subject to a breath test, you have recorded a level of alcohol at a concentration of 0.025 per cent which is in excess of 0.02 per cent as prescribed in AHRR 251(c) and in excess of 0.024 per cent as prescribed in the HRV Human Sampling Policy.

Charge 2 – AHRR 250A(1)(a)

Ms Donna Castles, a person licensed by Harness Racing Victoria, did present yourself as the trainer of Mussel Shoals and Eagle Major at the Shepparton harness racing meeting on Tuesday, 25th of February 2025, when subject to a breath test, you have recorded a level of alcohol at a concentration of 0.025 per cent, which is in excess of 0.02 per cent as prescribed in AHRR 251A(c) and in excess of 0.024 per cent as prescribed in the HRV Human Sampling 35 Policy.

Plea: 	Guilty


DECISION
On 25 March 2025, the Tribunal received a joint email from the parties which outlined an agreed statement of facts for the appeal that was listed on Thursday, 27 March 2025.

Of course, the final decision in matters such as this is one for the Tribunal. However, it is guided by the parties and in the present case it endorses and accepts the proposed solution.

Accordingly, the following Orders are made:  

ORDERS

1. The hearing listed for Thursday, 27 March 2025 at 9.30am be vacated. 

1. The appeal is allowed.

1. The decision of the Stewards made on 25 February 2025 to find Ms Castles guilty of breaches of AHRR 250(1)(a) and AHRR 250A(1)(a) is set aside.

1. The decision of the Stewards made on 25 February 2025 to suspend Ms Castles’ driver’s and trainer’s licences for a period of 10 weeks is set aside.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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