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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
KATHLEEN BOYLE


Date of hearing:	24 March 2025

Date of decision:	24 March 2025

Panel:	His Honour John Bowman (Chairperson), Dr June Smith and Ms Maree Payne.    

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Amara Hughes, instructed by Ms Yana Podolskaya appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Ms Kathleen Boyle represented herself.    
			
Charges and particulars:	Charge No.  1 of 5 
 
Greyhounds Australasia Rule GAR 156 (x), reads as follows: 
 
156 General offences  
An offence is committed if a person (including an official): 
 
(x) –   being a registered person or person associated with greyhound racing, associates with a disqualified or warned off person for the purposes of greyhound racing; 
 
Particulars of the Charge being: 
 
1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 309341) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules. 
 
2. Peter GAVIN (152538) was disqualified for a period of three (3) years and nine (9) months by the Victorian Racing Tribunal on 5 October 2023. 
 
3. On 15 November 2023, you attended the Geelong Greyhound Racing Club in company with disqualified participant, Peter GAVIN (152538) for the purposes of trialling greyhounds. 
 
Charge No.  2 of 5 
 
Greyhounds Australasia Rule GAR 156 (x), reads as follows: 
 
156 General offences  
An offence is committed if a person (including an official): 
 
(x) –   being a registered person or person associated with greyhound racing, associates with a disqualified or warned off person for the purposes of greyhound racing; 
 
Particulars of the Charge being: 
 
1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 309341) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules. 
 
2. Peter GAVIN (152538) was disqualified for a period of three (3) years and nine (9) months by the Victorian Racing Tribunal on 5 October 2023. 
 
3. On 22 November 2023, you attended the Geelong Greyhound Racing Club in company with disqualified participant, Peter GAVIN (152538) for the purposes of trialling greyhounds. 
 
Charge No.  3 of 5 
 
Greyhounds Australasia Rule GAR 180 (2), reads as follows: 
 
180 Unregistered or unlicensed person 
 
(2) An owner or trainer must not permit an unregistered or unlicensed person to: 
(a) train, at any place; or 
(b) handle, on any racecourse, 
 
a greyhound owned by or under the control of the owner or trainer. 
 

Particulars of the Charge being: 
 
1. You were, at all relevant times, an owner and trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 309341) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules. 
 
2. Peter GAVIN (152538) was disqualified for a period of three (3) years and nine (9) months by the Victorian Racing Tribunal on 5 October 2023. 
 
3. On 15 November 2023, you permitted disqualified participant Peter GAVIN to train or handle greyhounds, owned or trained by you at Geelong Greyhound Racing Track. 
 
Charge No.  4 of 5 
 
Greyhounds Australasia Rule GAR 180 (2), reads as follows: 
 
180 Unregistered or unlicensed person 
 
(2) An owner or trainer must not permit an unregistered or unlicensed person to: 
(a) train, at any place; or 
(b) handle, on any racecourse, 
 
a greyhound owned by or under the control of the owner or trainer. 
 
Particulars of the Charge being: 
 
1. You were, at all relevant times, an owner and trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 309341) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules. 
 
2. Peter GAVIN (152538) was disqualified for a period of three (3) years and nine (9) months by the Victorian Racing Tribunal on 5 October 2023. 
 
3. On 22 November 2023, you permitted disqualified participant Peter GAVIN to train or handle greyhounds, owned or trained by you at Geelong Greyhound Racing Track. 
 
 Charge No.  5 of 5 
 
Greyhounds Australasia Rule 164 (a) reads as follows: 
 
164 Offences in relation to investigations and inquiries 
An offence is committed if a person (including an official); 
 
a. makes a false or misleading statement in relation to or during an investigation, inspection, 
examination, test or inquiry (or at any other disciplinary process, hearing or appeal 
proceeding) or makes or causes to be made a falsification in a document in connection with 
greyhound racing or the registration of a greyhound; 
 
Particulars of the Charge being: 
 
1. You were, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 309341) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules. 
 
2. On 15 December 2023 you participated in a recorded inquiry with Investigative Stewards at Geelong Greyhound Racing Club. 
 
3. During this inquiry, you made several false or misleading statements regarding disqualified participant Peter GAVIN’s (152538) involvement in greyhound training activities.  
 
4. Specifically when you were asked about Mr Gavin’s involvement with the greyhounds. You stated that Mr Gavin had no involvement in the training , care or trialling of your greyhounds.  

Pleas: 	Guilty to all charges.


DECISION 
Ms Kathleen Boyle, you are a licensed trainer of greyhounds and you are pleading guilty to a total of five charges.

Charges 1 and 2 relate to your attending the Geelong greyhound racing track on days when trials were being conducted and when so doing you were associating with a disqualified person, namely Mr Peter Gavin. Such attendances took place on 15 November 2023 (Charge 1) and 22 November 2023 (Charge 2).

These Charges are pursuant to GAR 156(x).

Charges 3 and 4 are pursuant to GAR 180(2). They also concern 15 and 22 November 2023 and the permitting of an unlicensed person to handle greyhounds on those dates.

Charge 5 has been presented as the most serious of the Charges. It is pursuant to GAR 164(a) and in essence involves the giving of false or misleading evidence to a Stewards inquiry which was conducted on 15 December 2023.

Charges 1, 2 and 5 are serious Charges.

Without going through the particulars of the Charges in great detail, Charges 1, 2, 3 and 4 relate to events on 15 and 22 November 2023. They also involve disqualified person Mr Peter Gavin and his driving of a vehicle towing a trailer containing greyhounds trained by you to the trials at Geelong on those dates. That driving took place from your kennels to the Geelong track, with Mr Gavin then swapping the driving to Mr James McGee, a disqualified driver who had been a passenger, this occurring when in close proximity of the Geelong track. On 15 November, you were driving a separate vehicle and following Mr Gavin, Mr McGee and the trailer load of dogs. On 22 November you were a passenger in the vehicle towing the trailer, and were such a passenger when the swapping of the drivers took place.

Thus, on each occasion you were associating with a disqualified person in the transporting of greyhounds from the kennels to the Geelong track for the trials. On each occasion there was the swapping of the drivers very close to the Geelong track where those trials were taking place.

As part of an investigation by the Stewards, you were interviewed at some length. To the  Stewards, you gave false evidence and this constitutes Charge 5, the most serious of the Charges.

However, as stated, you are now pleading guilty to all Charges.

Your background is that you have been a licensed person since 9 November 2014 and licensed public trainer since 9 October 2018. You have an excellent record, with no prior convictions of any note. You operate a sizeable training establishment at Lethbridge and currently have some eighteen racing greyhounds there. You have a very good winning rate with those dogs.

However, on the premises there is also quite a large operation educating greyhounds, this being primarily operated by Mr McGee, who lives on the property. When required, you may have some occasional involvement in this. A number of employees are engaged in this work. This is obviously a successful business. 

Thus, your involvement in the industry is very substantial. 

However, permitting a disqualified person to drive a vehicle taking greyhounds to trials is the type of offence which warrants a penalty of some severity. The Stewards have sought disqualification. You are seeking a suspended penalty. 

In our view, a period of enforced absence from participation is warranted. We bear in mind your good record and the nature of the offending in Charges 1 to 4.

We believe that the appropriate penalty is a period of suspension. We shall return to that.

The more grave offence is that of wilfully misleading the Stewards by the giving of false evidence. Their work is difficult enough without being told important untruths. 

We have borne all these factors in mind, including those in your favour, and have arrived at the following penalties.

We say at the outset that in our opinion suspension, rather than disqualification, is appropriate in each case. We again bear in mind the circumstances, your excellent record and your guilty pleas.

On Charges 1 and 3 you are suspended for a total period of 2 months, with 1 month of that wholly suspended for a period of 12 months.

A similar penalty is imposed for Charges 2 and 4.

Thus, for those four offences, you are suspended for a total period of 4 months, 2 months of which is suspended for 12 months.

On Charge 5, you are suspended for a period of 12 months, with 8 months of that wholly suspended for 12 months.

This means that there is a total suspension period of 6 months. There is a total wholly suspended period of 16 months. A period of 10 months suspension shall be activated if you commit a relevant offence during that period. 



Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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