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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
CELINE GAUDRAY


Date of hearing:	On the papers

Date of decision:	6 May 2025

Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson).   

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Marwan El-Amar appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
Mr Matthew Hyland represented Ms Celine Gaudray.        
		
Charge:	Australian Racing Rule (“AR”) 115(1)(C) states:

(1) A jockey or apprentice jockey must not: 
(c) bet, or have any interest in a bet, or facilitate a bet, on any thoroughbred race or contingency relating to thoroughbred racing in any jurisdiction anywhere in the world.

Particulars of charge:	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a jockey licensed by Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Rules of Racing. 

2. On Sunday 30 March 2025, you bet, or facilitated in the making of one bet on thoroughbred racing via a $1000 multi-leg bet through your partner Ethan Brown’s betting account, Sportsbet. 

The offending legs are as follows: 

Leg 2 - Crossborderpegasus to win in Race 9 at Sha Tin at $1.40 at 8:25pm AEST; and 
Leg 3 – Another World to win in Race 10 at Sha Tin at $2.00 at 9:00pm AEST 

3. Your conduct as set out in particular 2 constitutes a breach of AR 115 (1).

Plea: 	Guilty


DECISION
In this matter, the parties have agreed via a joint email to the Tribunal on 17 April 2025 that this matter should be determined “on the papers”, subject to the approval of the Tribunal. An agreed statement of facts was outlined. This seems to me to be a very sensible course to adopt.

Hearings on the papers cannot be used in many cases. However, there are certain situations where it can be used and this is one of them. Certainly, I am prepared to determine the appropriate penalty “on the papers” and I again congratulate the parties for adopting this time saving and appropriate approach.

Ms Gaudray has been charged with a breach of Rule 115(C). She is pleading guilty to this charge. This breach of the Rule concerns a charge under jockey misconduct, specifically relating to placing or facilitating a bet on a thoroughbred race.

The particulars of the charge are as follows:

a) Ms. Gaudray is, and was at all relevant times, a jockey licensed by Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Rules of Racing. 

b) On Sunday, 30 March 2025, Ms Gaudray placed, or facilitated the placement of, a $1000 multi-leg bet on thoroughbred racing, using the account of her partner Mr Ethan Brown’s Sportsbet account. The bet included the following legs: 

Leg 2 - Crossborderpegasus to win in Race 9 at Sha Tin at $1.40 at 8:25pm AEST; and 

Leg 3 – Another World to win in Race 10 at Sha Tin at $2.00 at 9:00pm AEST 

The circumstances surrounding the placement of the bet are as follows:

a) On 30 March 2025, while at The Coopers Inn pub in Melbourne CBD, Ms Gaudray placed the bet in question using Mr Brown’s Sportsbet app, which was open on his mobile phone.

b) At the time, both Ms Gaudray and Mr Brown were intoxicated, having consumed alcohol while watching greyhound and trot racing. Mr Brown, who is the account holder, was placing bets on these events. 

c) While Mr Brown was in the bathroom, he left his phone with Ms Gaudray and jokingly instructed her to "pick a dog." Unfamiliar with the Sportsbet interface and the mechanics of wagering, Ms Gaudray inadvertently placed a three leg multi-bet, which included two legs on thoroughbred races. 

d) Upon returning, Mr Brown noticed a significant drop in his account balance—from $1300 to $300—and discovered that a $1000 bet had been placed. Upon reviewing the details, he learned of the inclusion of thoroughbred races in the multi. 

e) Mr Brown immediately contacted Sportsbet, and then promptly reported the matter to Racing Victoria officials Merss Matt Hyland, Jamie Stier, and Rob Montgomery, resulting in a Stewards' inquiry the following day.

Joint submissions on penalty

1) Racing Victoria Stewards propose that the Tribunal find the charge proven and impose a penalty being a fine in the amount of $2000. 

2) In considering the appropriate sanction, the parties have had regard to the following mitigating factors: 

a) Ms Gaudray has no prior disciplinary history and this incident represents a single, isolated lapse in judgment; 
b) She does not own or operate a betting account, and her involvement in this instance was unintended and occurred while under the influence of alcohol; 
c) The bet was unsuccessful, and no financial gain resulted from the conduct; 
d) The offending was self-reported promptly by Mr Brown and Ms Gaudray, and both parties provided full and candid cooperation with the Stewards; 
e) Ms Gaudray has entered a plea of guilty at the earliest opportunity, saving significant time and resources. 

3) The parties submit that the penalty proposed is proportionate to the nature of the offending and consistent with outcomes in comparable cases involving inadvertent or low-level breaches by first-time offenders. The principle of parity supports the imposition of a financial penalty at the lower end of the available range.

Of course, the final decision in matters such as this is one for the Tribunal. However, it is guided by the parties and in the present case it endorses and accepts the proposed solution.

Thus, the penalty imposed is as follows:

Penalty

Ms Celine Gaudray is fined the sum of $2,000.



Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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