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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
GERRY ORR


Date of hearing:	5 December 2024

Date of decision:	5 December 2024

Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson.   

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Amara Hughes, instructed by Ms Yana Podolskaya, appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Gerry Orr represented himself.       
		
Charge:	Local Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 66.1 states: 
	66.1 Where in the opinion of the Stewards: 
66.1.1 there is prima facie evidence that a registered person has: 
66.1.1.1 breached the Local Rules; or 
66.1.1.2 has committed an offence pursuant to Part 9 of the GARs; and 
66.1.2 it is necessary to make a decision immediately in respect of the matters referred to in LR 66.1.1 in order to protect the integrity of the sport of greyhound racing; 
the Stewards may immediately suspend that person.


RULING 
In this matter, Mr Gerry Orr is the recipient of immediate suspension. It is pursuant to Local Rule 66.1, this coming into effect as of 31 October 2024. Following the hearing before us on 8 and 13 November 2024 a decision was handed down on 20 November 2024. 

Amongst other things, the hearing concerned whether a stay should be granted in place of that immediate suspension. A date for hearing the whole case was also to be fixed, namely 11 February 2025. We ruled that there would be no stay on the commencement of the operation of the immediate suspension, meaning that the suspension would continue to operate until the hearing in full in 2025.

In refusing the stay application, we referred to the serious nature of the charges and particularly one in relation to what could be described as the allegedly false and rehoming of dogs and their surrender to the pound. 

Mr Orr now seeks that the relevant order made by us on 24 November 2024 effectively be overturned or revoked and that there should be a stay in relation to any commencement. 

In our view, no adequate material was put forward before us that would justify the overturning of the revision of 24 November 2024. Matters such as there is a lack of confidence in the Stewards and the wrong decision involving a different person to Mr Orr in 2023 do not warrant interference with or setting aside a decision of 24 November 2024. Nothing that was put before us by Mr Orr represents new or alternate material that would justify our decision. 

In short, we are comfortably satisfied that our decision of 24 November 2024 should stand without any interference or alteration. Mr Orr remains suspended until the hearing on 11 February 2025 and his application to alter that situation is dismissed.



Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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