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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
SIMON PAYNE

Date of hearing:		9 April 2025

Date of Decision:		9 April 2025

Panel:	Judge John Bowman (Chairperson), Dr Judy Bourke

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Yana Podolskaya appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Simon Payne represented himself.
	
Charges:	Greyhound Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1) states:

	Greyhound to be free of prohibited substances

(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:

(a) nominated to compete in an Event

(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or

(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,

must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

Particulars:	Charge 1

1. You are, were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhound Australasia Rules.

2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Cosmic Journey”.

3. “Cosmic Journey” was nominated to compete in Race 5, GREYHOUND ADOPTION PROGRAM, Mixed 4/5, conducted by the Horsham Greyhound Racing Club at Horsham on 7 May 2024 (the Event).

4. On 7 May 2024, you presented “Cosmic Journey” at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that:

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from “Cosmic Journey” at the Event (the Sample);

(b) Phenobarbitone was detected in the Sample

	Charge 2

1. You are, were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhound Australasia Rules.
 
2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Aussie Fred”.

3. “Aussie Fred” was nominated to compete in Race 2, SPORTSBET SET A DEPOSIT LIMIT, Maiden, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 13 November 2024 (the Event). 
 
4. On 13 November 2024, you presented “Aussie Fred” at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that:

(c) A post event sample of urine was taken from “Aussie Fred” at the Event (the Sample);

(d) Phenobarbitone was detected in the Sample

Pleas: 				Guilty to both Charges
DECISION

Mr Simon Payne, you have pleaded guilty to two Charges pursuant to GAR 141(1), namely presentation of a dog to race when it was not free of a prohibited substance. In each instance, the prohibited substance was phenobarbitone.

The earlier Charge in time will be referred to as Charge 1. It involves an offence that occurred on 7 May 2024. Charge 2 occurred on 13 November 2024.

Turning to Charge 1, this involved “Cosmic Journey”, which completed in Race 5 at Horsham on 7 May 2024. It ran second. The presence of phenobarbitone was revealed in a pre-race swab.

Charge 2 involved “Aussie Fred”, which competed in and won Race 2 at Ballarat on 13 November 2024. Phenobarbitone was detected in a post-race sample.

In the opinion of Dr Stephen Karamatic, the effect of this prohibited substance upon performance is likely to be negative.

We note that you have pleaded guilty to these Charges from the onset and have cooperated fully with the Stewards. You have also gone to considerable lengths to try and track down the source of this prohibited substance.

We accept that you seem to have been successful in this regard. Tablet medication containing the substance was being administered to retired greyhound, “Viking Rebel”, which was in a kennel next to Cosmic Journey and subsequently next to Aussie Fred. We also accept that the most likely way that the substance was transferred to these dogs was via the urine of Viking Rebel. There is no real contest concerning this.

We also accept that, after the earlier positive swab, you put a lot of effort into trying to establish the source of that prohibited substance. You thought that you had succeeded, but events proved you wrong. You are confident that the problem has now been solved.

We would repeat that you have fully cooperated with the Stewards at all times.

In relation to your background, you and your partner are both licenced trainers. You have been so for approximately 30 years. You have an outstanding record, with no prior offences of any note.

You and her normally have eight dogs kennelled, although you have kennelled three additional dogs at the moment as a favour to another person.
We also note that you have kept Viking Rebel, even though its racing days have been prematurely ended due to injury. It was, of course, its medication that was the probable source of the prohibited substance. You look after the dog with great care.

You are a retired Police Officer, who is so retired due to health reasons. Your partner runs a very small business involving pet food and the like. You receive a pension and your combined income is modest.

In all the circumstances, we are of the view that the following penalties are appropriate. We would also point out that there is considerable overlapping of the content of the offences, in that you thought you had remedied the mistake when the second offence occurred.

The penalties we impose are as follows:

On Charge 1, you are suspended for two months. This is in turn suspended for a period of 12 months. On Charge 2, you are suspended for two months and this is also suspended for 12 months. The penalties are concurrent. In addition, you are fined the sum of $300.

Of course, these suspended penalties will be activated in the unlikely event of your committing a relevant offence during that 12 month period.

Further, Cosmic Journey is disqualified from Race 5 at Horsham on 7 May 2024 and Aussie Fred is disqualified from Race 2 at Ballarat on 13 November 2024. In each instance the finishing order is amended accordingly and the prize money is forfeited.



Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal

	
	Page 2 of 1	[image: State Gov Logo CMYK]
image2.png
RACING
TRIBUNAL





image1.png
v

Victoria




image3.png
ORIA

State
Government




image4.png
ORIA

State
Government




