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DECISION
HARNESS RACING VICTORIA
and
CHRIS ALFORD 

Date of hearings:	13 November 2025

Date of decision:	13 November 2025

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson) and Ms Judy Bourke.    

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Grant Adams appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Chris Alford was represented himself.  
				
Charge:	Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 154(1) states: 
(1) If a horse breaks gait, its driver shall take immediate action to avoid interference with other runners and without gaining an unfair advantage restrain the horse to its correct gait before rejoining the race without interference to another runner.
	
Particulars of charge:	Brother Mountain broke gait during the score up on the first attempt and whilst in a gallop on the mobile barrier, its driver Chris Alford raised his hand to alert the starter, and a false start was called. At the second attempt, broke gait during the score up, out of position at the start and will now be excluded from the mobile barrier draw. At a subsequent inquiry, Driver Chris Alford pleaded guilty to a charge under Rule 154(1) for failing to take immediate and appropriate restraint whilst in a gallop prior to raising his hand and a false start being declared. Mr Alford was fined $500.

Plea: 	Guilty


DECISION
1. The appellant, Mr Chris Alford, appeals a decision of Harness Racing Victoria (“HRV”) Stewards on 13 September 2025, to impose a fine upon him of $500. For the following reasons the appeal must be dismissed and the decision of the Stewards affirmed.

2. On 13 September 2025, Mr Alford was the driver of the horse, “Brother Mountain”, which was entered in Race 5 at the Melton Harness Racing meeting. Mr Alford is a very experienced driver, having been engaged in harness racing for most of his life. The Tribunal was told and accepts that he has driven in more than 47,000 races. He is one of the most experienced and successful drivers in harness racing.

3. During the first score up, Brother Mountain can be seen on video footage to be on the inside of the field approaching the moving mobile barrier when it broke stride and galloped. It caused interference to horses behind it. Mr Alford appeared to do nothing to restrain the horse and get it back into its stride. He raised his arm to the starter. A false start was declared and after a short break, a second attempt was made to restart the race.  On the second score up, Brother Mountain broke stride again. On this occasion, Mr Alford was able to restrain the horse.

4. The Stewards commenced an Inquiry into Mr Alford’s driving of Brother Mountain. He pleaded guilty to a charge alleged by the Stewards of breaching Australian Harness Racing rule (“AHRR”) 154(1) which, relevantly, provides that if a horse breaks its gait, a driver must immediately take action to avoid interference with other runners and restrain the horse to its correct gait before rejoining the race.

5. During the hearing, it quickly became evident that the point of the appeal was the amount of the fine imposed by Stewards of $500. Mr Alford submitted the amount of the fine was excessive in all the circumstances. He submitted that he had been instructed by the trainer of the horse not to restrain on the horse’s mouth. He said he followed his instructions and did his best to otherwise restrain the horse. The Tribunal had available to it a transcript of the Stewards’ interview with Mr Alford in the Inquiry and video clips of the race. Mr Alford did not advise Stewards after the race that he had instructions not to restrain the horse on its mouth. Further, the video footage of both the first and second score ups show that to restrain the horse when it galloped on both occasions, Mr Alford did restrain the horse by pulling on the horse’s mouth. In the second score up he in fact managed to restrain the horse in this manner. The Stewards’ case is that Mr Alford failed to do so when Brother Mountain galloped during the first score up. In other words, he failed to immediately take action to avoid interference with other runners and restrain the horse to its correct gait.

6. The Tribunal accepts the case advanced by the Stewards and does not accept the submissions advanced by Mr Alford. In dismissing this appeal and affirming the decision of the Stewards, the Tribunal takes into account Mr Alford’s good driving record and his plea of guilty. The Tribunal considers the fine of $500 to be appropriate, and not excessive, in all the circumstances. 

7. Accordingly, the appeal is dismissed. The decision of the Stewards is affirmed.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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