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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
RAY DOUGLAS


Date of Hearing:		7 November 2025

Date of Decision:		7 November 2025

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson) and Ms Danielle Hikri.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Corie Waller appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Ray Douglas represented himself.
Mr Jack Laing appeared as a witness.
		
Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 228(b) states:
	A person must not engage in: 
(b) misconduct, improper conduct or unseemly behaviour.

Particulars of charge:	Following the event, Stewards inquired into an incident which occurred shortly after the horse dislodged rider Ray Douglas. Subsequently, Mr Douglas pleaded guilty to a charge under AR 228(b) for misconduct, the specifics being that shortly after being dislodged from “Santos Lass”, he did strike the mare in the vicinity of the side of its head (jaw area) with a punch and then he did kick the mare in the vicinity of the stomach on approximately two occasions. Mr Douglas had his licence to ride in picnic races suspended for a period of two months to commence on Sunday 19 October and to expire on 18 December. Accordingly, Mr Douglas may resume picnic race riding on 19 December. In assessing penalty Stewards took into account his guilty plea, circumstances surrounding the incident which may have contributed to his mindset, his record and the seriousness of the incident.

Plea: 				Guilty


DECISION

1. This is the hearing of an appeal by Mr Ray Douglas, a licensed rider, against the decision of the Racing Victoria (“RV”) Stewards at Yea Picnic Race Meeting on 18 October 2025.  On that day, the Appellant was the rider of the horse, “Santos Lass”, which was entered in Race 1 on the program.

2. As the field was making its way to the starting barriers, Santos Lass bolted and collided with the open door of an ambulance before dislodging Mr Douglas. When thrown from the horse, Mr Douglas continued to hold the reins and commendably, did his utmost to control the horse whilst dismounted. Soon after Mr Douglas was seen by Stewards striking the horse to the face near its mouth with his fist and then, kick the horse to the area of the stomach on two occasions. Santos Lass was soon after withdrawn from Race 1 by the Stewards.

3. The Stewards then commenced an Inquiry and interviewed Mr Douglas. The Tribunal has been provided with a written transcript of what took place at the Inquiry and the evidence given.  

4. At the Inquiry, and before the Tribunal today, there were few facts in contention. During the Inquiry, and in the Tribunal hearing today, Mr Douglas accepted that he was guilty as charged with misconduct as a rider in striking the horse with his fist and kicking the horse on two occasions. However, before the Tribunal today, Mr Douglas contended that the penalty imposed by the Stewards of suspension from riding for two months, during which there would be nine picnic race meetings, was excessive in all the circumstances. Mr Douglas contended that in his opinion, as a horseman of long standing, it was necessary for him to do what he did to control the horse. He gave evidence that, at the time he punched and kicked the horse, it was a danger to all persons nearby, including the public. Mr Douglas submitted that the Tribunal should take this into account in understanding why he misconducted himself as he did and impose a more lenient penalty.

5. The Tribunal does not accept the evidence of Mr Douglas that it was necessary for him to act as he did when he punched and kicked the horse. The Tribunal accepts the evidence of the Stewards that, at the time Mr Douglas punched the horse in the face and kicked it in the stomach, he had in fact brought the horse under control and that what he did was gratuitous and unnecessary in all the circumstances.

6. The Tribunal accepts that in assessing penalty for the actions of a rider in these circumstances, it is necessary to have proper regard to the application of the principle of general deterrence. Other riders who may seek to conduct themselves in this way must be deterred from doing so by the penalties imposed, either by the Stewards or by this Tribunal.  

7. In circumstances of the kind that exist here, the penalty imposed must also reflect an intention to preserve the image and integrity of racing. The Tribunal is mindful that the evidence shows that the incident leading to the laying of a charge of misconduct against Mr Douglas occurred in full view of the attending public. In addition, the racing industry is also consistently monitored by the public to ensure animal welfare is treated as a matter of utmost importance.

8. For these reasons, the appeal by Mr Douglas is dismissed and the decision of the RV Stewards at Yea Picnic Race Meeting on 18 October 2025 to suspend him from riding for a period of two months is affirmed. The penalty is to commence immediately. 


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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