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17 November 2025

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
SHANE MILLSOM

Date of hearing:	12 November 2025

Date of decision:	12 November 2025

Panel:	Magistrate Peter Reardon (Chairperson).    

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Scott Sutton appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Shane Millsom represented himself.      
		
Charge:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 123 states:
Where, in the opinion of the Stewards, a greyhound is found to have marred during an Event, the Stewards must impose a period of suspension in respect of the greyhound pursuant to rule 127, which is to be recorded by them as part of the identification record.

Particulars:	Stewards spoke to representative Ms Paula Gray regarding Pat Ability’s racing manners in the home straight. Acting under the provisions of GAR 123, Pat Ability was charged with marring. Ms. Gray pleaded not guilty to the charge. Pat Ability was found guilty and suspended for 28 days (1st offence) at bendigo and must perform a Satisfactory Trial in accordance with GAR 127, and pursuant to GAR 132, before any future nomination will be accepted.

 Plea: 	Not Guilty



DECISION 
1. Mr Shane Millsom was, at all relevant times, a trainer registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) and bound by the Greyhounds Australasian Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”).

2. “Pat Ability” is a greyhound trained by Mr Millsom. It has been charged with the offence of marring pursuant to GAR 123 relating to Race 3 at Bendigo on 7 November 2025. The marred greyhound was “Pretty Follie” and the alleged offence took place in the home straight near the finish line. Pat Ability finished second in the race.

3. Ms Paula Gray, on behalf of the greyhound, pleaded not guilty to the charge. Pat Ability was found guilty by Stewards and was suspended for 28 days at Bendigo commencing on 7 November 2025 and must perform a satisfactory trial in accordance with GAR 127 and pursuant to GAR 132 before any future nomination will be accepted.

4. The grounds of the appeal were that there was no head contact and no muzzle contact made by Pat Ability.

5. The evidence tendered by GRV was the playing of the race video from different angles and still photographs of the race. Pat Ability started from Box 5 and was in the yellow. Pretty Follie, the alleged marred greyhound, started from Box 2.

6. The Tribunal has watched the video on multiple occasions prior to today and again this morning at the hearing. The Tribunal has listened to the submissions made by both sides for and against this matter.

7. The onus of proof is on GRV to satisfy the Tribunal to a level of comfortable satisfaction to prove its case. Mr Millsom, the trainer of Pat Ability, does not bear any onus of proof as the onus of proof always rests with GRV to prove its case to the requisite standard of proof.

8. Mr Millsom maintains that the video and photographs do not clearly show any contact with the head or muzzle but the dogs only made shoulder to shoulder contact i.e. bumping. GRV submits the opposite and that Pretty Follie’s head recoils after head/muzzle contact was made.

9. Marring is defined under the Rules as “the act of a greyhound which turns the head and makes head or muzzle contact with another greyhound”.

10. After reviewing the evidence and submissions, the Tribunal has reached a decision in this matter and finds to a level of comfortable satisfaction that both greyhounds were racing generously before and after they came into the home straight. After they straightened up, Pat Ability moved its position with its head moving towards Pretty Follie’s direction. Halfway down the straight, its head/muzzle made contact with Pretty Follie’s head/muzzle region and thereby, committed the offence of marring.

11. Accordingly, the appeal is dismissed.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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