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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
COLIN GOODMAN


Date of Hearing:		12 December 2025

Date of Decision:		12 December 2025

Panel:	Judge Marilyn Harbison (Deputy Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Roslyn Fazulla appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Colin Goodman represented himself.
	
Charge:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 124 states:
Subject to rule 125, where, in the opinion of the Stewards, a greyhound fails to pursue the lure during an Event, the Stewards must impose a period of suspension in respect of the 60 greyhound pursuant to rule 127, which is to be recorded by them as part of the identification record.

Particulars of charge:	Stewards spoke to Trainer Mr Colin Goodman regarding Flying Speeds’s racing manners in the home straight. Acting under the provisions of GAR 124, Flying Speed was charged with failing to pursue the lure with due commitment. Mr Goodman pleaded guilty to the charge. Flying Speed was found guilty and suspended for three months (third offence) at all tracks and must perform two Satisfactory Trials in accordance with GAR 127, and pursuant to GAR 132, before any future nomination will be accepted.

Plea: 				Guilty


DECISION

1. Mr Colin Goodman is the trainer of the greyhound “Flying Speed”. On 21 November 2025 at Bendigo, that greyhound was dealt with by the Stewards on a charge pursuant to Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 124, that the greyhound failed to pursue the lure with due commitment. Mr Goodman pleaded guilty to that charge, and the greyhound was suspended from all tracks for three months. The Stewards also ordered that the greyhound be subject to two satisfactory trials in accordance with GAR 127 and pursuant to GAR 132 prior to being cleared to race again.

2. In coming to that penalty, the Stewards took it into account that this was the fourth time that this dog had been dealt with for this offence.

3. Mr Goodman has appealed to this Tribunal against the penalty imposed.

4. It was clear from the footage that the greyhound had suffered an injury during the course of the race. The dog pulled up in the home straight because of the injury. It was later found by the veterinarian at the track who examined it to have a mild right hock injury. A 14 day stand down was imposed because of that injury. Had the injury been more severe, no further action would have been taken by the Stewards.

5. Mr Goodman made the following submissions as to penalty. He pointed out that the greyhound is four and a half years old and said that a three month suspension would effectively end its racing career. He also was under the impression that if a veterinary certificate was produced, no suspension would be ordered.

6. The Rules however, provide for the provision of a veterinary certificate to be taken into account only in a quite restricted manner.

7. This greyhound had been dealt with by the Stewards for failing to pursue on three prior occasions, dating back to May 2023. 

8. The greyhound had clearly given up on the occasion before us. Mr Goodman agreed with the Stewards that it “barely walked” down the home straight. Mr Goodman told us that the greyhound does not tolerate pain, even if mild. In all the circumstances, it is our view that the penalty imposed by the Stewards was correct and in accordance with the Rules.

9. The decision which we make is that the appeal is dismissed and the penalty imposed by the Stewards is affirmed. The three month suspension is to commence from 21 November 2025.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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