[image: ]OFFICIAL
Office of Racing
Victorian Racing Tribunal
M: +61 436 524 583
E: registry@vrt.vic.gov.au





OFFICIAL

 
	[image: State Gov Logo CMYK]

		[image: State Gov Logo CMYK]
11 December 2025

DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
MARCUS LLOYD 

Date of hearing:	10 December 2025

Date of decision:	10 December 2025

Panel:	Judge Kathryn Kings (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Danielle Hikri and Mr Josh Bornstein.     

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Jordan Vassis appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Marcus Lloyd represented himself. 
				
Charge:			Greyhounds Australasian Rule (“GAR”) 141(1) states: 
(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:
(a) nominated to compete in an Event;
(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or
(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,
must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

Particulars of charge:	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 

	2.  You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Go Now”. 

	3. “Go Now” was nominated to compete in Race 5, dreamchasersfestival.com.au, Tier 3 – Grade 7, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 11 November 2024 (the Event).  
	4. On 11 November 2024, you presented “Go Now” at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that:  

a. A post-race sample of urine was taken from “Go Now” at the Event (the Sample);  

b. Codeine and Norcodeine were detected in the Sample.  

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION
1. Mr Marcus Lloyd is a registered greyhound trainer who has been in the industry for approximately 27 years. He is the trainer of the greyhound, “Go Now”. Go Now competed in Race 5 at Ballarat on 11 November 2024. A post-race sample of urine was taken from the greyhound. This sample was tested by RASL and the presence of codeine and norcodeine were detected in the first sample and corresponding control sample.

2. Mr Lloyd was charged with presenting a greyhound for an event when not free of a prohibited substance pursuant to Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) 141(1).

3. Mr Lloyd has pleaded guilty to the charge.

4. In a veterinarian report dated 2 February 2025 obtained from the Chief Veterinarian of Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”), Dr Steven Karamatic, it was stated that codeine (and its metabolite norcodeine) is a prohibited substance and can be a permanently banned prohibited substance as defined by the GAR. The prohibited substance codeine is capable of affecting the condition or performance of a greyhound in a dose dependent way, such as through inducing an artificially pain free state or causing sedation at higher dose rates.  The feeding of poppy seeds (for example, bread and baked goods) can cause the detection of morphine and codeine in a greyhound’s urine sample.  The Swab Irregularity Inspection Report lists the feed and supplements provided to the greyhound and includes “bread” (brown bread) which is fed in the mornings and on race day. Bread may contain poppy seeds and therefore, codeine, which can inadvertently lead to a morphine and or codeine positive urine sample.

5. In imposing a penalty, we take into account general deterrence and the importance of having a drug free industry by maintaining a level playing field. We also take into account Mr Lloyd’s guilty plea and recent penalties in like matters as a guide. In addition, we take into account the submissions of the Stewards.

6. In all the circumstances, we impose a penalty of four months suspension, wholly suspended for 18 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.     

7. In addition, Go Now is disqualified from Race 5 at Ballarat on 11 November 2024 and the finishing order is amended accordingly.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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