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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
SARAH XERRI


Date of Hearing:		18 November 2025

Date of Decision:		18 November 2025

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Jordan Vassis appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Ms Sarah Xerri represented herself.
	
Charges:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1) states:
	(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:
(a) nominated to compete in an Event;
(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or
(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,
must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

GAR 148(1)(a) states:
(1) A person must not, without the express permission of the Stewards, possess any prohibited substance, exempted substance or other substance (including any other medication, medicine, injectable substance, supplement, herbal product or therapeutic good) that: 
(a) is not registered by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA);



Particulars of charges:	Charge 1: GAR 141(1)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 
 
2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Sherry Cherry”.
 
3. Sherry Cherry was nominated to compete in Race 9, Melbourne Container Park (300+Rank) , Grade 7, conducted by the Geelong Greyhound Racing Club at Geelong on 5 November 2024 (the Event). 
 
4. On 5 November 2024, you presented Sherry Cherry at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Sherry Cherry at the Event (the Sample); 

(b) Dexamethasone was detected in the Sample.

Charge 2: GAR 148(1)(a)

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhound Australasia Rules. 

2. On 13 December 2024, a kennel inspection was conducted at your registered greyhound kennel address in Merrimu, Victoria (the Premises);

3. During the course of the kennel inspection, Stewards Mrs Catherine Scarlett and Mr Connor Golledge located the injectable substance “Promote” (the Substance) at the Premises;

4. The Substance has not been approved or registered by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). 

5. You did not have permission from the Stewards to possess the Substance.

Pleas: 				Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mrs Sarah Xerri is a licensed trainer with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”). She has been charged with, and pleaded guilty, to each of two charges laid against her by the Stewards.  
 
2. Charge 1 alleges a breach of Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1). As the trainer of greyhound “Sherry Cherry”, Ms Xerri presented the dog to race in Race 9 at Geelong on 5 November 2024 when the dog was not free of a prohibited substance. It is admitted that a pre-race urine sample taken from Sherry Cherry later tested positive to the prohibited substance dexamethasone, a known anti-inflammatory drug. 

3. Mrs Xerri does not know how her dog had dexamethasone in its system prior to racing.  It is common ground that Sherry Cherry was probably exposed to the drug when it was served raw meat sourced from a knackery. This has been a common problem found in other cases before the Tribunal. It is common ground that Mrs Xerri did not deliberately administer dexamethasone to the dog. 

4. Charge 2 concerns a breach of GAR 148(1)(a). When Stewards attended at Mrs Xerri’s premises, where she keeps and trains greyhounds, they found a bottle of an injectable substance labelled “Promote”. This is a prohibited substance. Charge 2 is a charge of possessing a prohibited substance. Mrs Xerri told the Tribunal that her husband purchased the substance from a veterinarian in Adelaide. There is no evidence that the prohibited substance had been used or injected into any greyhound.

5. Mrs Xerri accepted that she would have to be fined by the Tribunal on each charge. She did not attempt to garnish the bare facts alleged in any way. She has been a licensed trainer for a number of years, and there are no other breaches of Rules alleged against her. 

6. Mr Vassis, on behalf of the Stewards, accepted that a fine should be imposed on each charge. He acknowledged Mrs Xerri’s pleas of guilty and her good record. He referred to past decisions of the Tribunal in like cases. In reaching a decision, the Tribunal has taken all of these submissions into account.  

7. On Charge 1, as a trainer presenting the greyhound Sherry Cherry not free of a prohibited substance, Mrs Xerri fined $1,500 of which $750 is suspended for a period of 18 months pending no further relevant offences during that time. 

8. On Charge 2, as a trainer who possessed a prohibited substance, Mrs Xerri is found guilty and fined $1,000, of which the payment of $500 is suspended for a period of 18 months pending no further relevant offences during that time.

9. In addition, Sherry Cherry is disqualified from Race 9 at Geelong on 5 November 2024 and the finishing order is amended accordingly.  


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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