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DECISION
GREAYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
ADEAN MANOLITSIS


Date of Hearing:		19 January 2026

Date of Decision:		19 January 2026

Panel:	Magistrate Peter Reardon (Chairperson).

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Max Harden-Evans appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Harry Manolitsis represented Mrs Adean Manolitsis.

Charge:	Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) 123 states:
	Where, in the opinion of the Stewards, a greyhound is found to have marred during an Event, the Stewards must impose a period of suspension in respect of the greyhound pursuant to Rule 127, which is to be recorded by them as part of the identification record. 

Particulars of charge:	“Whispered” (turned head outwards and marred “Lightening Speed” turning into the home straight) underwent a post-race veterinary examination and was found to have a tight back muscle injury and a spike wound to the left-fore foot. A five day stand down period was imposed. Stewards spoke to trainer Mr Keith Lancaster regarding Whispered’s racing manners. Acting under the provisions of GAR 123, Whispered was charged with marring. Mr Lancaster pleaded not guilty to the charge. Whispered was found guilty and was suspended for 28 days (first offence) at The Meadows and must perform a Satisfactory Trial in accordance with GAR 127, and pursuant to GAR 132, before any future nomination will be accepted.

Plea: 				Not Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mrs Adean Manolitsis was at all relevant times an owner registered with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) and is bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) and Local Racing Rules (“LR”).

2. “Whispered” is a greyhound owned by Mrs Manolitsis and trained by Mr Keith Lancaster. On 10 January 2026, it raced in Race 7 at The Meadows and post-race, it was charged pursuant to GAR 123 with marring. Mr Lancaster pleaded not guilty to the charge but the Stewards found the dog guilty of marring. The dog was suspended for 28 days and because it was a first offence, it must perform a trial to the satisfaction of the Stewards in accordance with GAR 127 and pursuant to GAR 132 before any future nomination will be accepted.

3. On 13 January 2026, Mrs Manolitsis, the owner, appealed against the decision of the Stewards on the basis that Whispered did not make contact with the muzzle of the other dog, “Lightening Speed”. The dog only shifted out and the respective dogs then had a bumping duel which put both dogs off balance.

4. Mrs Manolitsis maintains that any photos do not clearly show any deliberate contact to the head or muzzle of the other dog but only demonstrates a bumping duel. The Stewards submit otherwise and rely on the still photographs tendered. They submit the photographs clearly show marring as the dogs come around the bend into the straight.

5. Marring is defined under the Rules as “the act of a greyhound which turns the head and makes head or muzzle contact with another greyhound”.

6. The onus of proof is on GRV to satisfy the Tribunal to a level of comfortable satisfaction to prove its case. Mrs Manolitsis, the owner of Whispered, does not bear any onus of proof.

7. After reviewing all the evidence in this case and the hearing submissions, the Tribunal has reached a decision. It finds to a level of comfortable satisfaction that both greyhounds were racing together, with Whispered on the inside of Lightening Speed. Whispered in the home turn moved outwards around the bend into the straight. Whispered continued in an outward direction and its head appeared to come into contact with Lightening Speed’s head region.

8. However, despite the fact the heads of the greyhounds appear to make contact, Whispered appears not to actually turn its head in the direction of Lightening Speed. Whispered certainly moves outwards and continues to race in this fashion taking Lightening Speed’s run.

9. Whispered continues to race taking the running line of Lightening Speed as the greyhound came around the bend into the straight. As they came into the straight, the heads of the greyhounds seemed to make contact. Lightening Speed’s head is slightly inward and Whispered’s is outwards. However, Whispered’s head does not appear to be turning inward to make contact with Lightening Speed. It is more consistent with a bumping clash, as they made their way into the straight.

10. Accordingly, the Tribunal cannot be comfortably satisfied that Whispered marred Lightening Speed, as defined under the Rules.

11. The appeal is upheld, and the charge is dismissed.


Kathleen Scully
Acting Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal

	
	Page 2 of 1	[image: State Gov Logo CMYK]
image2.png
RACING
TRIBUNAL





image1.png
v

Victoria




image3.png
ORIA

State
Government




image4.png
ORIA

State
Government




