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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
LUCKIE KARABTISAKOS


Date of Hearing:		11 December 2025

Date of Decision:		11 December 2025

Panel:	Judge Marilyn Harbison (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Danielle Hikri and Ms Judy Bourke.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Ms Amara Hughes, instructed by Ms Yana Podolskaya, appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Luckie Karaitsakos represented himself.
	
Rule:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 169(5)(c) states: 
(5) Pending the decision or outcome of an inquiry or other disciplinary process, a Controlling Body or the Stewards may direct that:  
(c) a registration, licence, or other type of authority or permission be suspended.

Particulars:	On 4 December 2025, the Stewards of Greyhound Racing Victoria (”GRV”) imposed a temporary immediate suspension on Mr Luckie Karabitsakos, pursuant to Local Racing Rule ("LR") 66.1.  

On 8 December 2025, the decision was made by GRV Stewards to keep the suspension in effect pursuant to Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 169(5)(c) until the alleged charges have been heard and determined by the Victorian Racing Tribunal (“VRT”).


DECISION

1. Mr Luckie Karabitsakos is a greyhound trainer. He trains 25 greyhounds. He lives with his wife and his mother on a property in which his kennels are situated.

2. On 2 December 2025, Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) Stewards were notified of a positive result for amphetamines detected in one of his dogs, “Mia Blonde”. The swab was taken at a race in which the dog was entered at Geelong on 13 September 2025.

3. The Stewards attended at Mr Karabitsakos’ kennels on 4 December 2025 to conduct an unannounced inspection and to notify him of the positive result. He was not at home at the time the Stewards attended. When contacted by telephone, he refused to make arrangements to allow the Stewards access to the property. He told the Stewards that his wife, also a registered participant, would not allow access even though she was home, and he said that he was busy with medical appointments.

4. The Stewards were not satisfied with the veracity of his explanations and therefore, imposed an immediate suspension on him on the grounds of his failure to comply with an order to allow inspection on that day, a charge of obstructing the investigation by Stewards, and a charge pursuant to Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 139(3).

5. The suspension was set to remain in place until he provided evidence to the Stewards of the truth of his reasons for failing to allow them access to the property.

6. It later came to the attention of the Stewards that, on the same day as the suspension was imposed, he attended at The Lost Dogs Home in Cranbourne which is the pound for his local area, and surrendered several greyhounds registered in his name to that pound. Those dogs were two unnamed dogs, together with “Candy Girl Rocks”, and “Sweet Emotion”.

7. A greyhound participant is not permitted under the Rules to surrender a greyhound to a pound. The pound staff refused to take the dogs because of this. The evidence presented by the Stewards will be that Mr Karabitsakos told pound staff that if the shelter did not take them, he would let them loose in the car park. It is also alleged that he also said that if the pound did not take those dogs, he would not feed them and he would let them die.

8. On receipt of this information, the Stewards sent a further notice of suspension citing this behaviour at The Lost Dogs Home as constituting extra grounds for the suspension.

9. Mr Karabitsakos has appealed to this Tribunal against this suspension imposed by the Stewards.

10. He has filed a notice of appeal but has not identified any grounds for this appeal. This appeal concerns only the suspension and is not a hearing into the merits of the allegations which the Stewards have made.

11. Once the Brief/s of Evidence have been filed, we would expect that the matter could be dealt with on its merits in February or March 2026. As well as dealing with the matters which we have outlined so far, this hearing would also deal with the issue of contamination of the dog with amphetamines on 13 September 2025. 

12. In considering this appeal, we are mindful that we must consider whether failure to allow the appeal would render the hearing next year of no value or less value than it would otherwise have been.

13. We have also received material from Mr Karabitsakos in which he provides what he says are examples of having been unfairly harassed by the Stewards in the past. He has however, not provided any material supporting his assertion that he could not attend at his kennels to allow entry to the Stewards because of his medical appointments or his medical condition.

14. The allegations against Mr Karabitsakos are very serious. There is evidence supporting those allegations. If he is convicted of those allegations, then we would expect that he would face a period of suspension or disqualification well over three months.

15. He has a significant prior history of offending, which appears to point to a pattern of lack of cooperation and attempting to avoid scrutiny by the Stewards.

16. In all the circumstances, we dismiss this appeal. A directions hearing has been scheduled for 12 January 2026, and the matter will be listed for hearing in February or March 2026.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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