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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
RONALD FISHER


Date of hearing:		19 January 2026

Date of Decision:		19 January 2026

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Melissa Mahady and Ms Judy Bourke.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Jordan Vassis appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Ronald Fisher represented himself.

Charge:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1) states:
	(1) The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:
(a) nominated to compete in an Event;
(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or
(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,
	must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance. 

Particulars of charges	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.

2. You were, at the relevant time, the trainer of the greyhound “Mighty Thanos”.

3. Mighty Thanos was nominated to compete in Race 8, NP ELECTRICAL (300+ RANK), Grade 5, conducted by the Geelong Greyhound Racing Club at Geelong on 8 October 2024 (the Event).

4. On 8 October 2024, you presented Mighty Thanos at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from Mighty Thanos at the Event (the Sample);

(b) Caffeine and its metabolites Theophylline, Paraxanthine and Theobromine were detected in the Sample.

Plea: 				Guilty


DECISION

1. Mr Ronald Fisher is a licensed public trainer of greyhounds. He has been charged with and pleaded guilty, to a charge laid against him by Stewards from Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”).

2. The charge alleges a breach of Greyhounds Australia Rule (“GAR”) 141(1). As the trainer of the greyhound “Mighty Thanos”, he presented the dog to race in Race 8 at Geelong on 8 October 2024 when the dog was not free of a prohibited substance. It is admitted that a pre-race urine sample taken from Mighty Thanos later tested positive to the prohibited substance caffeine and its various derivatives.

3. Mr Fisher does not know how Mighty Thanos ingested caffeine into its’ system prior to racing. It is accepted by the Stewards that the prohibited substance, caffeine, was not deliberately administered to the dog. Mr Fisher transported the dog to the Geelong Greyhound Racing Club for racing. It is not disputed that once at the track, the dog was handled by its’ owner. The Tribunal is unable to conclude how the prohibited substance was ingested by the dog, other than to say that the ingestion was inadvertent.

4. Mr Jordan Vassis, on behalf of GRV, informed the Tribunal that Mr Fisher was dealt with on a similar charge brought by Stewards in May 2022, approximately two and a half years before the circumstances of the charge before this Tribunal. In that prior matter, the prohibited substance was also caffeine. His licence to train was suspended for four months and in turn, that was wholly suspended for 24 months. Mr Fisher completed that suspension without further breach, although the matters subject of this charge occurred some six months after the suspension period concluded.

5. Mr Vassis brought to the Tribunal’s attention other cases where trainers have been dealt with for presenting a greyhound for racing not free of a prohibited substance. He did not seek to rely upon any case. He submitted that because of Mr Fisher’s prior matter in 2022, this Tribunal should impose a penalty by fining Mr Fisher $1,000 and suspending his licence for six months, with the suspension wholly suspended for a period of two and a half years.

6. In reaching its’ decision, the Tribunal has taken a number of matters into account whilst acknowledging the need for its’ decision to reflect the seriousness of the charge and, the need for any penalty to properly reflect general deterrence. The Tribunal’s decision must have regard to the facts of each case.

7. Here, there are factors mitigating the penalty to be imposed:

· The dog was not deliberately administered with a prohibited substance.

· Mr Fisher could not have known of the presence of caffeine in the dog without a pre-race test.

· Mr Fisher has been involved as a licensed trainer and/or owner of greyhounds for more than 40 years. Prior to May 2022 his record was unblemished.

· Mr Fisher is 78 years of age and was recently hospitalised. He told the Tribunal he is struggling financially and is in receipt of a pension. He struggles to meet the costs of keeping the 14 dogs he is currently training.

· It is now 15 months since the occurrence of events resulting in this charge. No other infringements by Mr Fisher in the meantime have been brought to the Tribunal’s attention.

· Mr Fisher pleaded guilty and the Tribunal treats his plea of guilty as an indication of his remorse.

· Whilst the Tribunal is mindful of the prior matter in 2022 and takes that into account, it does not attribute great weight to that fact. Whilst the prohibited substance, caffeine, was found to have been present in each instance, in each case the presence of the prohibited substance was inadvertent. Apart from speculating that perhaps the dog had ingested chocolate or a sweet, Mr Fisher was at a loss to understand how the dog tested positive to caffeine. There is no suggestion here that Mr Fisher did not take reasonable precautions to ensure Mighty Thanos did not ingest caffeine. 

8. In all the circumstances, we impose a penalty of a six month suspension, wholly suspended for two years pending no further relevant offences during that time. In addition, we impose a $500 fine.



9. Further, Mighty Thanos is disqualified from Race 8 at Geelong on 8 October 2024 and the finishing order is amended accordingly.


Paige Macdonald
Acting Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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