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DECISION
HARNESS RACING VICTORIA
and
ASHLEY MANTON
 
Date of hearing:	17 February 2026

Date of decision:	17 February 2026

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson), Mr Des Gleeson and Ms Judy Bourke.   

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Adrian Crowther appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Ashley Manton represented himself.  
				
Charge:	Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 163(1)(a)(iii) states: 
(1) A driver shall not – 
(a) cause or contribute to any
(iii) interference.
	
Particulars of charge:	Driver Ashley Manton was found guilty under AHRR  163(1)(a)(iii) for causing interference. The particulars of the charge being that approaching the first turn, Mr Manton allowed his driver to shift in when not sufficiently clear of Its Hydromatic (Abby Sanderson) resulting in that gelding being checked, racing roughly and losing its rightful racing position. After consideration was given to the HRV Minimum Penalty Guidelines, Mr Manton had his licence to drive in races suspended for a period of 3 weeks. Mr Manton was advised of his appeal rights.

Plea: 	Not Guilty


DECISION
1. Pursuant to section 50K of the Racing Act 1958 (“the Act”), Mr Ashley Manton, appeals a decision of Harness Racing Victoria (“HRV”) Stewards at Shepparton on 6 January 2026, to suspend his licence to drive in Harness Racing events for a period of three weeks. The Stewards imposed the suspension after an Inquiry commenced after the running of Race 5. During the Inquiry, the Stewards charged the appellant with causing or, contributing to causing, interference during the running of Race 5 near the first turn, contrary to Australian Harness Racing Rule (“AHRR”) 163(1)(a)(iii). 

2. The appellant pleaded not guilty and, denied that his driving had caused or contributed to any other horse. He said that was clear from video evidence of Race 5 taken from various angles.

3. For the following reasons, the appeal must be dismissed and the decision of the Stewards affirmed.

4. The Tribunal received into evidence a transcript of the Stewards’ Inquiry conducted after the running of Race 5. During the Inquiry, the Stewards had available video footage of Race 5 taken from various angles, including head-on from the Steward’s tower and, from side-on. The Stewards interviewed the appellant, who was the driver of the horse “Aldaron”, and Ms Abby Sanderson, the driver of the horse “It’s Hydromatic”. 

5. The Tribunal has viewed all the video footage put into evidence. The Tribunal is comfortably satisfied on the balance of probabilities that, as the horses in Race 5 approached the first turn, the appellant allowed his drive, Albaron, to shift inside when not sufficiently clear of Ms Sanderson’s drive, It’s Hydromatic, causing Ms Sanderson to check her drive and losing its racing position which Ms Sanderson had taken up behind the race leader on the inside of the track. The Tribunal is comfortably satisfied this can be seen in the video footage.

6. Ms Sanderson told the Stewards that, approaching the first turn, she was racing in restricted room and she had full control of her horse which was racing in a straight line.  She said that she checked her horse because of racing in restricted room when the appellant’s horse moved in and lost the position she was entitled to at that point of the race. The Tribunal accepts and, acts on this evidence, consistent as it is with the video footage.

7. The appellant, both before the Stewards and before the Tribunal, denied that his driving had caused any interference to Ms Sanderson’s drive. He said the videos show that when he moved in, there was sufficient room for him to do so and, that his driving was not the cause of any interference to Ms Sanderson’s drive. The Tribunal does not accept that evidence from the appellant. The video evidence shows the appellant did cause interference to Ms Sanderson’s drive approaching the first turn.

PENALTY

8. On the question of penalty, the appellant submitted the Tribunal should look at the video footage of other races where drivers had been found guilty of causing interference. The Tribunal would not allow this. Each case must be determined on its own facts. This Tribunal cannot act on the findings in other cases absent being informed of all the evidence led in those cases. That is not to say that penalties and punishments cannot be compared in a general sense.

9. Here, the appellant has always denied breaching the Rule, as is his right. But he cannot expect a reduction in penalty, which would normally follow had he pleaded guilty. The Tribunal accepts the submissions of the Stewards that, in allowing his drive to move to the inside causing interference to Ms Sanderson’s drive, the appellant displayed a reasonably high level of carelessness along with some intimidation. Fortunately, the interference caused by the appellant had no more serious consequences.

10. The Tribunal received evidence of the appellant’s driving record. Over some 14 plus years of driving, the appellant has been found guilty of breaching various Rules and has been fined or suspended on numerous occasions. His record is unimpressive to say the least.  

11. The appellant submitted the three weeks suspension imposed by the Stewards should be reduced. Mr Crowther, who appeared for the Stewards, submitted that the three weeks suspension of the appellant’s licence to drive should be affirmed having regard to all the circumstances revealed by the evidence. The Tribunal accepts Mr Crowther’s submission in all the circumstances.

12. The formal orders are as follows:

· Pursuant to section 50ZE of the Act, the appeal is dismissed.

· The decision of the Stewards to impose a suspension of the appellant’s licence to drive in Harness Racing events for a period of three weeks is affirmed.



· The appellant’s licence to drive in Harness Racing events is suspended for a period of three weeks commencing at midnight on Thursday, 19 February 2026.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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