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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
CAMERON HUDSON


Date of Hearing:		12 February 2026

Date of Decision:		12 February 2026

Panel:	Judge Marily Harbison (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Judy Bourke and Ms Maree Payne.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Jordan Vassis appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Denis Connell represented Mr Cameron Hudson.

Charges:	Greyhounds Australasia Rule (“GAR”) 178(3)(f) states:
(3) Unless a Controlling Body orders otherwise, a person who is disqualified, warned-off or declared a defaulter is not:
(f) to enter or go to or remain on, at any time, any place where greyhounds are bred, whelped, handled, reared, broken in, kept or housed, educated, pre-trained, trained or raced.

Local Racing Rule (“LR”) 14.3.1 states:
14.3 Where a greyhound has died (whether due to natural causes, accident, misadventure, euthanasia or otherwise):
14.3.1 within two working days of the date of death (and prior to disposal of the body of the deceased greyhound), the Owner or person responsible for the greyhound must notify the Controlling Body in the Prescribed Form of the death of the greyhound and provide a veterinary certificate of euthanasia where available (including, without limitation, the written certificate or letter referred to in LR 14.2.3).



LR 14.4.4 states:
14.4 It is a Serious Offence to:
14.4.4 	to be the Owner or person responsible for a greyhound at the time it is disposed who has knowledge of, or suspects, the disposal of that greyhound of other than in accordance with LR 14.3.3.

Particulars of charges:	Charge 1: GAR 178(3)(f)

	1. You were, at all relevant times, a Disqualified participant with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 55981) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. On 3 October 2024, you were disqualified for a period of ten (10) months, from holding a GRV registration and licence. 

3. On 12 March 2025 Investigative Stewards attended at your registered kennel address in Creswick Victoria, an address that houses GRV greyhounds.  

4. At this time you informed Investigative Stewards that you lived and resided at the address during a period of disqualification, without an exemption order from the Controlling Body.

Charge 2: LR 14.3.1

1. You were, at all relevant times, a Disqualified participant with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 55981) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. On 26 September 2024 Greyhound Racing Victoria received a Euthanasia Certificate from Eureka Veterinary Clinic disclosing the euthanasia of greyhound VLASTA BALE (NJDZV). 

3. The date of death of greyhound VLASTA BALE (NJDZV) is recorded as 4 august 2024.

4. VLASTA BALE (NJDZV) was a greyhound owned and cared for by you. 

5. You did not notify the Controlling Body of the death of VLASTA BALE (NJDZV) within two (2) days of the date of death.

Charge 3: LR 14.3.1

1. You were, at all relevant times, a Disqualified participant with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 55981) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. On an unknown date in December 2024 Greyhound MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL) died whilst in your care and custody.

3. You did not provide a death certificate for MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL)

4. MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL) was a greyhound owned by you. 

5. You did not notify the Controlling Body of the death of MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL) within two (2) days of the date of death. 

6. The cause of death of MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL) is unknown.

Charge 4: LR 14.4.4

1. You were, at all relevant times, a Disqualified participant with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 55981) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. On 26 September 2024 Greyhound Racing Victoria received a Euthanasia Certificate from Eureka Veterinary Clinic disclosing the euthanasia of greyhound VLASTA BALE (NJDZV). 

3. VLASTA BALE (NJDZV) is a greyhound owned and cared for by you. 

4. After VLASTA BALE (NJDZV) was euthanised you took the greyhounds carcass to your registered kennel address and buried the greyhound in your backyard. 

5. The burial of VLASTA BALE (NJDZV) was not approved by the Controlling Body as an alternate method of disposal as required by LR 14.3.3.3.

Charge 5: LR 14.4.4

1. You were, at all relevant times, a Disqualified participant with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 55981) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. On an unknown date in December 2024 Greyhound MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL) died whilst in your care and custody. MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL) was a greyhound owned by you. 

3. On the date of the greyhound’s death, you buried the greyhound in the backyard of your registered kennel address without the permission of the Controlling Body. 

4. The burial of MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL)  was not approved by the Controlling Body as an alternate method of disposal as required by LR 14.3.3.3. 

5. The cause of death of MACK TRIDENT (VEUOL) is unknown.

Charge 6: LR 14.3.1

1. You were, at all relevant times, a Disqualified participant with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 55981) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. On an unknown date in 2022 Greyhound UNNAMED (VGP 4415) died whilst in your care and custody.

3. You did not provide a death certificate for UNNAMED (VGP 4415). UNNAMED (VGP 4415) was a greyhound owned by you. 

4. You did not notify the Controlling Body of the death of UNNAMED (VGP 4415) within two (2) days of the date of death. 

5. The cause of death of UNNAMED (VGP 4415) was as a result of snake bite.

Charge 7: LR 14.4.4

1. You were, at all relevant times, a Disqualified participant with Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 55981) and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules.

2. On an unknown date in 2022 Greyhound UNNAMED (VGP 4415) died whilst in your care and custody. UNNAMED (VGP 4415) was a greyhound owned by you. 

3. On the date of the greyhound’s death, you buried the UNNAMED (VGP 4415) in the backyard of your registered kennel address without the permission of the Controlling Body. 

4. The burial of UNNAMED (VGP 4415) was not approved by the Controlling Body as an alternate method of disposal as required by LR 14.3.3.3. 

5. The cause of death of UNNAMED (VGP 4415) was said to be snake bite.

Pleas: 				Guilty to Charges 2 – 7 

				Charge 1 withdrawn by the Stewards 

DECISION

1. Mr Cameron Hudson has been charged with six offences arising out of the deaths of three dogs in his care. There are three charges of failing to notify Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”) of the deaths of these dogs (Charges 2, 3 and 6), and three charges of disposing of the dogs’ carcasses other than in accordance with the procedures in the Rules (Charges 4, 5 and 7).

2. Mr Hudson has been a greyhound trainer and owner for many years but has been unlicensed since January 2026. He underwent a period of disqualification in relation to presentation offences and has not yet applied for renewal of his licence.

3. Mr Hudson was also initially charged with living at a premises at which greyhounds were kept whilst disqualified. This charge, being Charge 1, was withdrawn by the Stewards at the hearing, as it has already been dealt with by the Stewards in a Stewards Inquiry in 2025.

4. The circumstances of the death of the three dogs are as follows.

5. One of his dogs, “Vasta Bale”, unfortunately escaped from its kennel on 4 August 2024, and was attacked by a kangaroo. It suffered extensive injuries and was euthanised at the Eureka Veterinary Clinic on 26 September 2024.

6. As it was required to do, the clinic notified GRV of the euthanasia of the dog. This was done on 26 September 2024.

7. This is how the death of the dog came to the notice of the Stewards. Mr Hudson did not notify the Stewards of the death of the dog. In fact, he buried the dog in his backyard shortly after the death.

8. Having come to the notice of the Stewards in this way, the Stewards checked their records of other dogs owned by Mr Hudson, and it ultimately became evident that there were two other dogs registered as owned by Mr Hudson which had also died without any notification to GRV. 

9. The first of these dogs was “Mack Trident”. Mr Hudson did not have any records of the cause of death of this dog, but he described it having contracted cancer and getting sick very quick. It died in December 2024, and he also buried it in the backyard of his house.

10. The last dog was a dog which was unnamed. Its whelping registration is VGP4415. Mr Hudson told the Stewards that this dog died of snakebite sometime in 2022 and that he also buried it in the backyard.
11. Mr Hudson therefore comes before us on six serious charges. They are serious because it is vital to the industry that the death of each greyhound is recorded and the whereabouts of the carcass ascertained in case there is any question mark about the circumstances of the dog’s death. Unscrupulous owners may well seek to dispose of unwanted dogs in cruel and unsavoury ways. The industry must be very careful to prevent this happening.

12. Thankfully, in this case, there is no question at all about Mr Hudson's devotion to his dogs and that the circumstances of their death were genuine, unexpected, and very much grieved by Mr Hudson. He has permanent crucifixes erected on the graves of these dogs in his backyard. 

13. Mr Hudson is an experienced trainer and owner. He clearly should have known of the requirements of notification of these deaths. Ignorance of the Rules is no excuse.

14. Mr Hudson lives with his parents and is their full-time carer. He is on Newstart allowance as he has no other employment. 

PENALTY

15. In all the circumstances, we impose a fine of $125 on each of the six charges, making a total fine of $750. 


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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