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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
DOUGLAS SHERIDAN


Date of hearing:	29 January 2026

Date of decision:	29 January 2026

Panel:	Judge Paul Lacava (Deputy Chairperson), Ms Danielle Hikri and Mr Greg Childs.     

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Jordan Vassis appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Douglas Sheridan did not appear at the hearing.      
		
Charges and particulars:	Charge No.  1 of 3
 
Greyhounds Australasia Rule 141(1) reads as follows: 

Rule 141 Greyhound to be free of prohibited substances 
 
(1)     The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:

(a) nominated to compete in an Event;

(b) presented for a satisfactory trial or such other trial as provided for by the Rules; or

(c) presented for any test or examination for the purpose of a stand-down period being varied or revoked,

must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.
	


Particulars of Charge 
 
1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhounds Australasia Rules. 

2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Danyo’s Boar”.

3. “Danyo’s Boar” was nominated to compete in Race 12, Two More Races To Go, Grade 5 T3, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 4 November 2024 (the Event). 

4. On 4 November 2024, you presented “Danyo’s Boar” at the Event not free of any prohibited substance, given that: 

(a) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from “Danyo’s Boar” at the Event (the Sample); 
(b) Diclofenac was detected in the Sample. 

Charge No.  2 of 2

Greyhounds Australasia Rule 142(1) reads as follows: 

Rule 142 Administration of a prohibited substance established in a sample taken from a greyhound in connection with an Event 
 
(1) An offence is committed if a person: 
 
(a) administers, attempts to administer or causes to be administered a prohibited substance to a greyhound; 

(b) aids, abets, counsels or procures the administration of or an attempt to administer a prohibited substance to a greyhound; or 

(c) has prior knowledge of a prohibited substance being administered or attempted to be administered to a greyhound, 

which is established in any sample taken from a greyhound presented for an Event or when subject to any other contingency pursuant to the Rules.




Particulars of Charge

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhound Australasia Rules. 

1. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “Danyo’s Boar”.

1. “Danyo’s Boar” was presented for, and competed in, Race 12, Two More Races To Go, Grade 5 T3, conducted by the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Club at Ballarat on 4 November 2024 (the Event).

1. You administered to “Danyo’s Boar”, a prohibited substance, being Diclofenac, which was detected in a sample taken from “Danyo’s Boar” in that: 

(a) You administered a product containing Diclofenac, namely ‘Voltaren’, to “Danyo’s Boar” on or around 1 to 3 November 2024;
(b) A pre-race sample of urine was taken from “Danyo’s Boar” at the Event (the Sample); 
(c) Diclofenac was detected in the Sample. 

Charge No.  3 of 3

Greyhounds Australasia Rule 151(1) reads as follows: 
 
Rule 151 Treatment records to be kept 
 
(1) The person in charge of a greyhound must keep and retain written records detailing all vaccinations, antiparasitics and treatments administered to the greyhound: 
(a) from the time the greyhound enters their care until the greyhound leaves their care; and 
(b) for a minimum of two years

(2) If requested by a Controlling Body, a Steward, or an authorised person, the record/s of treatment referred to in subrule (1) of this rule must be produced for inspection. 

(3) Each record of treatment kept in accordance with this rule must be made by midnight on the day on which the treatment was given, and, as a minimum requirement, include the following information: 
(a) the name of the greyhound; 
(b) the date and time of administration of the treatment; 
(c) the name of the treatment (brand name or active constituent); 
(d) the route of administration; 
(e) the amount given; and 
(f) the name and signature of the person or persons administering and/or authorising the treatment. 
For the purpose of subrule (3), “day” means the 24-hour period from 12.00am to 11.59pm on any calendar day. 

(4) An offence is committed if any person in charge of a greyhound at the relevant time fails to comply with any of subrules (1) to (3) of this rule. 

(5) A person who commits an offence under subrule (4) of this rule may be penalised. 

(6) For the purposes of this rule “treatment” includes: 
(a) all Controlled Drugs (Schedule 8); 
(b) all Prescription Animal Remedies and Prescription Only Medicines (Schedule 4); 
(c) any injectable substance not already specified in this rule, notwithstanding the route of administration; 
(d) all Pharmacist Only (Schedule 3) and Pharmacy Only (Schedule 2) medicines; and 
(e) all veterinary and other medicines containing other scheduled or unscheduled prohibited substances.

Particulars of Charge

1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria and a person bound by the Greyhound Racing Victoria Rules of Racing. 

2. You were at all relevant times the Trainer of the greyhound “Danyo’s Boar”. 

3. On or around 1 to 3 November 2024, you administered a treatment, namely the topical substance “Voltaren” to “Danyo’s Boar” (the Treatment).

4. The Treatment was not recorded in your treatment records when you produced them to GRV upon their request.

5. The Treatment is required to be recorded in your treatment records.

Plea: 	Not Guilty 




DECISION 
1. Mr Douglas Sheridan was previously a licensed public trainer of greyhounds. He has been involved in greyhound racing as an owner and licenced public trainer for more than 40 years without blemish. He relinquished his licence towards the end of 2025 when he did not complete a compulsory police check.

2. Mr Sheridan has been charged with contravening three Greyhounds Australasia Rules (“GAR”) on or about 4 November 2024 by Stewards from Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”). When the matter was brought on for hearing before the Tribunal today via audio link, Mr Sheridan did not appear. The Tribunal was informed by Mr Vassis, who appeared for the Stewards, that he had a telephone conversation with Mr Sheridan the day prior to the hearing in which Mr Sheridan advised Mr Vassis that he would not be appearing to contest the charges given that he had relinquished his licence. Mr Sheridan also acknowledged to Mr Vassis, receipt of the charges and the Brief of Evidence (“BOE”) relied upon by the Stewards.

3. In those circumstances, the Tribunal proceeded to hear the charges in the absence of Mr Sheridan pursuant to Section 50Q(1)(a) of the Racing Act 1958.

4. For the following reasons, the Tribunal was comfortably satisfied on the balance of probabilities that the evidence produced by the Stewards proved each charge. 

5. In these reasons, references to page numbers are references to page numbers in the BOE, which was provided to the Tribunal prior to the hearing, and which was relied upon by Mr Vassis in his submissions.

6. Charge 1 alleges a breach of GAR 141(1). As the trainer of greyhound “Danyo’s Boar”, Mr Sheridan presented the dog to race in Race 12 at the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Meeting on 4 November 2024 when the dog was not free of a prohibited substance.  

7. A pre-race urine sample taken from Danyo’s Boar on 4 November 2024 tested positive to the prohibited substance diclofenac. On page 22, Mr Sheridan acknowledged in writing that he was in charge of the dog, and that he had witnessed the taking of the pre-race urine sample (page 23). The sample was analysed by RASL chemist, David Batty who certified the presence of diclofenac in the reserve sample taken from the dog (pages 25 – 26). According to the evidence of Dr Steven Karamatic, diclofenac is a prohibited substance that is not exempted under the Rules (pages 47 – 54).

8. The Tribunal accepts the above evidence and finds Charge 1 proved.

9. Charge 2 alleges a breach of GAR 142(1). As the trainer of greyhound “Danyo’s Boar”, Mr Sheridan administered Voltaren Gel which contained the prohibited substance diclofenac to the dog in the days leading up to it racing in an event, being Race 12 at the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Meeting on 4 November 2024. 

10. After Stewards obtained a certificate of analysis showing the presence of diclofenac in Danyo’s Boar, Steward, Mr Connor Golledge, interviewed Mr Sheridan at his training premises in Talbot. He advised Mr Sheridan that the dog had tested positive to diclofenac. Mr Sheridan advised Mr Golledge that he had treated Danyos’ Boar with Voltaren Gel for a minor left shoulder injury two to three days prior to the race meeting. Diclofenac is a substance found in Voltaren (page 57).

11. Although diclofenac can improve the performance of an animal by relieving pain, Mr Vassis advised the Tribunal that the Stewards did not submit that Voltaren Gel was deliberately administered to the dog by Mr Sheridan to enhance its performance in the race.

12. The Tribunal accepts the above evidence and finds Charge 2 proved.

13. Charge 3 alleges a breach of GAR 151(3). When interviewed by Mr Golledge at his premises, Mr Sheridan produced his records regarding treatments administered to Danyo’s Boar. However, those records did not record Voltaren having been administered to the dog in the two to three leading up to the Ballarat race. Mr Sheridan acknowledged this and it is not suggested that this was other than on oversight on his part. The records were otherwise complete and intact (pages 57 – 58). GAR 151(3) requires a person in charge of a greyhound to keep and retain records (inter alia) of all treatments administered to the greyhound.  

14. The Tribunal accepts the above evidence and finds Charge 3 proved.

PENALTY

15. Having found each of the charges to have been proven, the Tribunal heard submissions from the Stewards on the appropriate penalties. The Tribunal accepted the submissions advanced by Mr Vassis on behalf of the Stewards and, also takes into account Mr Sheridan’s unblemished record after more than 40 years in the greyhound racing industry. The Tribunal acknowledges the importance of the Rules.  The fines it has imposed in all the circumstances here reflect the importance of those Rules being complied with in full by persons in charge of greyhounds.

16. The following penalties are imposed:

· Charge 1: $250 fine.
· Charge 2: $500 fine.
· Charge 3: $100 fine.

17. The Tribunal further orders that Danyo’s Board be disqualified from Race 12 at the Ballarat Greyhound Racing Meeting on 4 November 2024 and that the finishing order be amended accordingly.


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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