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DECISION
RACING VICTORIA
and
ETHAN BROWN


Date of Hearing:		30 January 2026

Date of Decision:		30 January 2026

Panel:	Magistrate Peter Reardon (Chairperson) and Mr Des Gleeson.

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Corie Waller appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Ethan Brown represented himself.

Charge:	Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 131(a) states:
(1) A rider must not, in the opinion of the Stewards:
(a) engage in careless, reckless, improper, incompetent or foul riding.

Particulars of charge:	Rider Ethan Brown (Terilee) pleaded guilty to a charge of careless riding under the provisions of AR131(a), in that near the 1000m he permitted his mount to shift in when insufficiently clear of Blistering thereby tightening that runner inwards with Blistering being restrained when taken across the heels of Drone Attack. E Brown had his licence to ride in races suspended for a total of 10 race meetings, with the period to commence on Sunday 25 January 2026 and to expire on Thursday 5 February 2026. Accordingly, E Brown will be able to return to ride on Friday 6 February 2026. In assessing penalty, account was taken of his guilty plea, record and that the incident was in the mid-range category.

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION

1. Mr Ethan Brown is appealing against the severity of the penalty imposed by the Stewards. This penalty arises out of a careless riding charge pursuant to Australian Rule of Racing (“AR”) 131(a) regarding his ride on “Terilee” in Race 8 at Pakenham on 23 January 2026, over 1400 metres. 

2. At the 1000 metre point, Mr Brown permitted his mount to shift when insufficiently clear of “Blistering”, ridden by Mr Koby Jennings with Blistering needing to be restrained when taken across the heels of “Drone Attack”.

3. Mr Brown is a licensed jockey and is bound by the AR.

4. Mr Brown pleaded guilty to the charge before the Stewards and the interference was assessed in the mid-range category. The Stewards imposed a suspension of 10 race meetings, commencing on 25 January 2026 and concluding on 5 February 2026. A stay was not applied for at the time the appeal was filed.

5. The offence occurred at approximately the 1000 metre mark. Mr Jennings was near the rails trying to get or maintain a position to be one off the rails and behind Drone Attack and on the inside of Terilee. 

6. The Tribunal has viewed the relevant footage multiple times. The Stewards maintain that the interference is mid-range and that the video footage supports this. 

7. Due to a plea of guilty, Mr Brown is entitled to a discount on penalty. The Stewards took this into account at the time, as well as his good riding record, despite similar offending in September and October 2025. Mr Brown is a jockey in demand in Victoria and interstate with multiple top class rides. The Tribunal agrees that his record is good. 

8. Careless riding causing interference can lead to serious accidents. Mr Brown, despite his reputation as a leading jockey, should exercise more caution in his riding in future, otherwise he may face more significant penalties. 

9. The penalty imposed by the Stewards for a mid-range offence of this type for a jockey with a good record is reasonable. Mr Brown submits that the penalty is too high and that the interference is in the low-range. The Tribunal is of the view that for a penalty to be reduced significantly and not marginally, the offence would need to be a low-range offence.

10. The Tribunal accepts that the position of the Stewards has been put forward fairly. After taking into account all the evidence, including the footage, the Tribunal accepts that the interference was mid-range. 

11. The movement of Mr Brown was not sudden, however, it was manoeuvring Blistering into a tight position behind Drone Attack whereby it could potentially clip its heels. This is demonstrated by Blistering turning its head out and sideways which appears to indicate that the horse was aware of the danger and the closeness of Drone Attack. If Drone Attack was further in front, no interference would have been caused, and they could have continued racing fairly. Unfortunately, for Mr Brown, that was not the case.

12. The Tribunal does not accept that the interference caused can be classified as low-range. 

13. The penalty imposed by the Stewards, taking into account Mr Brown’s guilty plea, good record and that the interference was in the mid-range, appears to be the correct penalty for this offence. 

14. [bookmark: _Hlk221102927]Accordingly, the appeal is dismissed and the decision of the Stewards to impose a penalty of a suspension of 10 race meetings is affirmed. The commencement and conclusion dates to remain as stipulated by the Stewards.


Kathleen Scully
Assistant Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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