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DECISION
GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA
and
MURRAY COLLYER 

Date of hearing:	18 February 2026

Date of decision:	18 February 2026

Panel:	Magistrate Peter Reardon (Chairperson) and Ms Judy Bourke.      

[bookmark: _Hlk16238640]Appearances: 	Mr Jordan Vassis appeared on behalf of the Stewards.
	Mr Murray Collyer represented himself. 
				
Charge:			Greyhounds Australasian Rule (“GAR”) 141(1)(a) states: 
				The owner, trainer or other person in charge of a greyhound:
(a) nominated to compete in an Event must present the greyhound free of any prohibited substance.

[bookmark: _Hlk115774451]Particulars of charge:	1. You are, and were at all relevant times, a trainer licensed by Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) (Member No. 964) and a person bound by the Greyhound Australasia Rules and Local Racing Rules. 

	2. You were, at all relevant times, the trainer of the greyhound “PUT IT TOGETHER” (VMINO)).

[bookmark: _Hlk115278347]	3. “PUT IT TOGETHER” was nominated to and competed in, Race 2, conducted by the Healesville Greyhound Racing Club at Healesville on 15 November June 2024 (the Event). 
	4. On 15 November 2024, “PUT IT TOGETHER” was presented at the Event not free of a permanently banned prohibited substance, given that:

(a) A post-race sample of urine was taken from “PUT IT TOGETHER” at the Event (the Sample);
(b) CODEINE, NORCODEINE, ORIPAVINE and THEBAINE were detected in the sample.

5. CODEINE, NORCODEINE, ORIPAVINE and THEBAINE are permanently banned prohibited substances.

Plea: 				Guilty 


DECISION
1. Mr Murray Collyer is an owner and trainer of greyhounds and is licensed to train with Greyhound Racing Victoria (“GRV”). He is bound by the Greyhounds Australian Rules (“GAR”) and the Local Racing Rules.

2. The greyhound, “Put It Together”, is owned and trained by Mr Collyer. The greyhound was nominated for and competed in Race 2 at Healesville on Friday, 15 November 2024. Mr Collyer and his son, Mr Stephen Collyer, took the greyhound from their house in Coburg to the racetrack that day.

3. Put It Together won the race and was awarded prize money of $1,000. Mr Stephen Collyer handled the dog after the race. Stewards conducted a post-race sample of Put It Together.

4. On 19 December 2024, the Racing Analytical Services Laboratory (“RASL”) advised GRV that the “A” sample had shown an irregularity and contained the substances codeine, norcodeine, oripavine and thebaine. GRV was advised that the reserve and control samples would be sent to the Australian Racing Forensic Laboratory for confirmation. 

5. On Monday, 23 December 2024, GRV opened an Inquiry and Investigative Stewards attended at the property of Mr Collyer to advise him of the positive result. The Stewards conducted a search of the property and did not find anything that contained, nor indicated, the use of the reported substances codeine, norcodeine, oripavine and thebaine. Mr Collyer’s treatment records for Put It Together showed regular worming and flee treatment. Mr Collyer, when interviewed, could not offer any explanation around the likely source of the substances found in Put It Together.

6. On 10 February 2025, RASL confirmed that the abovementioned substances were present in the “B” sample and nothing was detected in the control sample. A test certificate was issued on 10 February 2025.
7. Mr Collyer has been charged pursuant to GRV 141(1)(a).

8. Mr Collyer has pleaded guilty to the charge today and he indicated that he would be pleading guilty to the charge at the directions hearing on 15 January 2026. Two of the substances detected namely, oripavine and thebaine, are permanently banned prohibited substances. 

9. Dr Steven Karamatic, Chief Veterinarian at GRV, opines that the finding of codeine, norcodeine and thebaine as well as orapivine as detected confirms the presence of several separate but likely linked prohibited substances.

10. Dr Karamatic went on to state that codeine is capable of affecting behaviour, condition or performance of a greyhound in a dose dependent way, such as through inducing an artificially pain free state or causing sedation at higher doses. The prohibited substance thebaine is capable of affecting the behaviour, condition or performance in a dose dependent way, such as through inducing an artificially pain free state or causing a stimulatory effect.

11. The feeding of poppy seeds to a greyhound, e.g. bread or baked goods, could also cause the detection of these substances in a greyhound urine sample.

12. On 20 December 2024, prior to the notification of the positive swab, a subsequent urine sample was taken from this greyhound and the reported results on 23 January 2025 came back clear with no detection of any prohibited substances.

13. Opioids administered to greyhounds pre-race can have the effect of inducing an artificially pain free state or hide clinical signs of illness and may have a positive effect on performance. Similarly, with the administration of Thebaine, it could have a stimulatory effect and may have a positive effect on performance.

14. The Tribunal, on the evidence before it cannot, nor is it asked, to reach any conclusion regarding the administration of these substances. This is a presentation offence and the greyhound on race day presented with prohibited substances in its system. It is a strict liability offence and Mr Collyer has committed the offence by presenting his greyhound in the forbidden way. The Tribunal is not in a position of knowing how the prohibited substances came into the greyhound’s system. Mr Collyer has no real or legitimate explanation for how the drugs came into the greyhound’s system. Nevertheless, it must have come into the greyhound’s system not that long before the race was scheduled as these drugs eliminate from a greyhound’s system fairly quickly. 

15. Public confidence in the integrity of racing is essential and it is important that racing is conducted on a level playing field. It is the main reason why presentation offences, which are offences where no knowledge or intent is required, can carry significant penalties by way of substantial fines and/or suspensions or disqualifications. 

16. Mr Collyer is a trainer of eight greyhounds. He owns six of these greyhounds and has been involved in this industry well over 40 years. He has pleaded guilty and is entitled to a discount on penalty.

17. Mr Collyer does not have an unblemished record. This is his third positive finding. In 2013, he received a fine and in 2014 he received a five month disqualification for a permanently banned prohibited substance in one of his dogs. He is aged 68 years and since 2014, he has had a good record and has presented good character references. He is retired and relies on his greyhounds to provide him some income. A disqualification would cause great hardship to him as the greyhounds effectively are his life. Deterrents, both general and specific, are relevant in this case. Due to his good record for over a decade and his personal circumstances, the Tribunal views a disqualification in this case as too harsh a penalty and that a suspension is more appropriate.

18. In all the circumstances, the Tribunal imposes a penalty of six months suspension commencing immediately. 

19. In addition, Put It Together is disqualified as the winner of Race 2 at Healesville on 15 November 2024 and the finishing order is amended accordingly. 


Mark Howard
Registrar, Victorian Racing Tribunal
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